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Independent expenditures file description

The independent expenditures file contains detailed information about independent
expenditures. These are spending by individual people, groups, political committees,

corporations or unions expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified

Q NEED HELP?

Get help from the FEC by phone or

federal candidate. These expenditures may not be made in concert or cooperation with

or at the request or suggestion of a candidate, the candidate’s campaign or a political

party.

This file contains 24-hour and 48-hour reports of independent expenditures filed during

the current election cycle.

e 48-hour reports: Any time up to 20 days before an election, if independent

expenditures by a person or organization aggregate more than $10,000 in a race they

must be reported to the Commission before the end of the second day after the

communication is publicly distributed.

e 24-hour reports: If the communications are distributed within the last 19 days before

Feedback

the election, the expenditure must be reported within one day if they aggregate more

than $1,000 in a race.

The file shows detailed information about independent expenditures including who was

paid, the purpose of the disbursement, date and amount of the expenditure, and the

candidate supported or opposed by the expenditure. Historical data is available

beginning with the 2010 election cycle.

Duplicated data

This file contains transactions from both original reports and amended reports.

Transactions from an original report are not removed when that report is later amended.

This means that transactions will be duplicated in this dataset. Analysis of these data

will require some work so that totals are not inflated. Generally this can be done by

sorting the records by filer and date and targeted candidate with an examination of

amendment indicator columns or report type codes when the same dates and amounts

appear.

Independent expenditure file format
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Column name Field name Data type Description
CAN_ID Candidate ID Character Unique ID of
candidate for or
against whom
the expenditure
was made
CAN_NAM Candidate Character Name of
name candidate
SPE_ID Spender ID Character Unique ID of
committee,
individual or
group making
expenditure
SPE_NAM Spender name Character Name of
committee,
individual or
group making
expenditure
ELE_TYP Election type Character Code for
specific
election for
which
expenditure
was made
CAN_OFF_STA Candidate state Character Postal state
abbreviation for
the candidate
CAN_OFF_DIS Candidate Number District number
district for the
candidate
CAN_OFF Office Character Office sought
by candidate
CAN_PAR_AFF Party Character Party
abbreviation for
candidate
EXP_AMO Expenditure Currency Dollar amount
amount of specific
expenditure
EXP_DAT Expenditure Date Date of specific
date expenditure
AGG_AMO Aggregate Currency Total amount
amount expended
during the
calendar year,
per election, per
office sought
SUP_OPP Support/Oppose Character S=Support,
O=0Oppose
PUR Purpose of Character
expenditure
PAY Name of payee Character
FILE_NUM Filing number Number Unique
identifier for a
submission
(which may
report several
disbursements)
AMN_IND Amendment Character New report or
Indicator amendment to
areport
TRA_ID Transaction ID Character Unique
identifier for
the transaction
(unique within
the specific
filing
IMA_NUM Image number VARCHAR2 (11) Image location
or for page on
VARCHAR2(18) which
transaction
appears
REC_DT Filing receipt Date Date on which
date transaction
was submitted
to FEC
FEC_ELECTION_YR  Two-year period Date Two-year period
PREV_FILE_NUM Previous filing Number Reference to a
number filing being
amended
DISSEM_DT Dissemination Date Date of public

date

dissemination
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Help us improve FEC.gov

Test new website features with our design team

Sign up for a 30-minute video call to help us test new

website features.

Or post public feedback about the FEC.gov website

anonymously

How can we improve FEC.gov? Your feedback, browser information and

the URL of the page you were viewing at the time of submission will be

posted publicly - so don't include sensitive information like your name,
contact information or Social Security number.

WHAT WERE YOU TRYING TO DO ON FEC.GOV, AND HOW CAN WE
IMPROVE IT? (required)

GENERAL WEBSITE FEEDBACK

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF

I'm a interested in

This information is not intended to replace the law or to change its

meaning, nor does this information create or confer any rights for or on any

person or bind the Federal Election Commission or the public.

About
Careers
Press

Contact

Federal Election Commission

This information is produced and
disseminated at U.S. taxpayer expense.

The reader is encouraged also to consult the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended (52 U.S.C. 30101 et seq.), Commission regulations (Title 11
of the Code of Federal Regulations), Commission advisory opinions and

applicable court decisions.
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S0

=¥ Sign up for FECMail


https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/campaign-finance-data/
https://www.fec.gov/campaign-finance-data/party-code-descriptions/
https://www.fec.gov/campaign-finance-data/party-code-descriptions/
https://www.fec.gov/contact/
https://www.fec.gov/contact/
https://www.fec.gov/about/
https://www.fec.gov/about/careers/
https://www.fec.gov/press/
https://www.fec.gov/contact/
https://www.fec.gov/about/privacy-and-security-policy/
https://www.fec.gov/about/privacy-and-security-policy/
https://www.fec.gov/about/plain-language/
https://www.fec.gov/accessibility-statement/
https://www.fec.gov/accessibility-statement/
https://www.fec.gov/about/reports-about-fec/strategy-budget-and-performance/
https://www.fec.gov/about/reports-about-fec/strategy-budget-and-performance/
https://www.fec.gov/about/no-fear-act/
https://www.fec.gov/open/
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/office-inspector-general/
https://www.fec.gov/freedom-information-act/
https://api.open.fec.gov/
https://github.com/fecgov/fec
https://github.com/fecgov/FEC/blob/master/release_notes/release_notes.md
https://fecgov.statuspage.io/
https://x.com/fec
https://www.youtube.com/user/FECTube
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFEC/subscriber/topics?qsp=CODE_RED
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFEC/subscriber/topics?qsp=CODE_RED
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFEC/subscriber/topics?qsp=CODE_RED
https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/calendar/
https://ethn.io/12085

