
Siete meses en Irak fueron toda una tarea para el líder del equipo de

logística de MSF, Robert Onus. Se sintió como una carrera interminable

contra el tiempo para brindar a los refugiados, los desplazados internos y

los habitantes locales acceso a ayuda humanitaria y médica. Desde asegurar

suministros y gestionar la logística hasta rehabilitar centros de salud,

Robert nos guía a través de su asignación con MSF en esta región en crisis.

¿En qué consistió tu misión?

Había un gran componente de suministro en lo que tenía que hacer, el 75%

de los suministros que necesitábamos para el país llegaban a través de

Dohuk, donde yo tenía mi base. Tuvimos que gestionar la importación y

exportación, las compras locales, el almacenamiento y el transporte a otros

proyectos.

Otra parte importante de mi trabajo fue el aspecto de

rehabilitación/construcción, mientras nos preparábamos para entregar el

centro de salud en uno de los campos de refugiados cerca de Domiz a las

autoridades locales. Como parte de este proceso, tuvimos que rehabilitar

algunos edificios antiguos, trasladar oficinas, construir nuevas letrinas,

mejorar el área de gestión de residuos y varios otros pedazos.

Pero el aspecto más desafiante fue gestionar la logística del proyecto de

clínicas móviles que estábamos ejecutando en Ninewa. Este proyecto se

basó en un área cercana a la línea del frente entre ISIS y las fuerzas kurdas y

como estaba a gran distancia de nuestra oficina principal en Dohuk,

efectivamente tuvimos que comenzar desde cero, construyendo una nueva

base, oficinas y viviendas en un pequeño pueblo. en la zona. Encontrar una

casa parece bastante sencillo, pero en esta zona siete de cada diez casas

resultaron dañadas o destruidas en los combates y muchas quedaron

atrapadas o contenían municiones sin detonar.  Una vez que encontramos

una casa que realmente pudimos alquilar, tuvimos que hacer la

rehabilitación para satisfacer las necesidades del proyecto. Todo esto tuvo

lugar en un pequeño pueblo donde la mayoría de la gente se había ido

debido a la guerra y al que teníamos acceso limitado y sólo había

suministros limitados disponibles.

What was life like in Iraq?

It is hard to describe life here. On one side it is simple, common, and

unremarkable. I lived half of my life in Dohuk, a modern city with modern

amenities. And then I spent the other half of my time working in this rural

area close the frontline in a small village with only basic conditions.

The area near the frontline is a vast farmland not dissimilar to north

western New South Wales, Australia, where I come from. Rolling hills are

covered in wheat and herds of sheep shuffle across the countryside usually

held in check by a young boy sitting sideways on a donkey, his face

completely covered by a red and white scarf to hide from the sun.

The conflict in the area we were working seemed to ebb and flow, but it

would usually remain on the other side of the small mountain range to the

south of where we were based. The sound of coalition jets, sporadic towers

of smoke across the mountains, military convoys and seemingly infinite

check-points were the only signs that we were in the middle of a war zone.

What were your more difficult challenges?

At a personal level the main challenge was certainly the quantity of work

we had to achieve across the various projects we were running. The needs

are infinite and it is only a lack of resources and the danger associated with

accessing certain areas that limits what you could or might do. Regardless

of whether I worked 12 or 14 or 16 hours a day the amount of work I had to

do seemed to grow from one day to the other.

For me the most difficult element was trying to imagine the long term

solution to this war. Of course it’s not our mission in MSF - we are here to

deal with the medical problems faced by the people not trying to find the

political solution. Yet in previous projects, such as in the Ebola epidemic, it

was hard but we knew we could find the solution. In this conflict, we are

bringing support to people who don’t have anything but who can say when

the general situation here will improve.

What are conditions like in Iraq?

There are camps for refugees and internally displaced people scattered all

over the Iraqi Kurdistan autonomous region. In Dohuk Governorate, where I

was based, there were 18 camps alone that housed displaced people. The

conditions vary from camp to camp but all suffer the same basic hardships

– most people are living one family in a small tent with temperatures

fluctuating from below zero in winter to around 50 degrees in summer with

only the most basic access to water and sanitation, food and shelter.

The situation is perhaps even worse for those people who are not in the

camps but still living in unfinished buildings and tents scattered around the

cities. The buildings are large skeleton-like structures of concrete of several

floors high, none of the walls are completed and they provide only the basic

concept of shelter. People use plastic sheeting as walls, but again they have

only limited access to water and sanitation. We worked in places where the

bottom floor had been transformed into a giant open sewer. It was in the

middle winter, so it was freezing cold, there was rubbish everywhere, and of

course people are going to get sick, you are going to have epidemics in this

kind of context.

What was your relationship with the national staff?

The staff was great. We had staff from Iraq and Syria and they were all

exceptionally capable and I relied heavily on them. Outside of work, on the

rare weekend when I could take a day off, we would go to the mountains or

close to a river for a picnic.

Dohuk Governorate is home to around 500,000 people who are either

internally displaced or refugees. Among these people, who are living in

precarious situations, you have many skilled and motivated to work in any

way they can to provide for their families. One of the members of my team

had a degree in physics; another one had a degree in literature and was a

qualified electrician.

We also had a number of our staff who left Iraq to go Europe in search of a

better life, especially staff who were themselves refugees in Iraq. Some staff

left with their families; despite knowing the risks they faced they saw no

alternative. Many cities in Syria are destroyed, there is no hope of return,

and the future of the whole country is under a heavy cloud. So what can you

do? Live the rest of your life in uncertainty and wait for this protracted war

to end for a chance to go home or try to build a life somewhere?

MSF is currently working in 11 governorates across Iraq in order to provide impartial and free

medical care to people affected by the conflict. In the first six months of 2015, MSF teams carried

out 126,722 medical consultations in Iraq.
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LOS REFUGIADOS EN KOS QUEDARON ATRAPADOS EN
CONDICIONES ESPANTOSAS

Entre enero y julio de este año, 18.600 refugiados llegaron a la isla griega de

Kos en barco desde Turquía. La mayoría huye de la guerra y la violencia en

Siria, pero muchos también provienen de Afganistán, Irak, Irán y Pakistán.

No existe un sistema adecuado para recibir a estas personas en Kos, lo que

ha resultado en escenas caóticas en las que muchos recién llegados se ven

obligados a dormir en lugares públicos o en el hotel abandonado y

abarrotado Capitán Elías, que carece de instalaciones básicas. El Estado

griego no proporciona alojamiento, instalaciones de higiene, atención

sanitaria básica, protección ni alimentos adecuados. Actualmente, un

crucero proporciona registro, alojamiento y transporte a Atenas, pero sólo

para los sirios y sólo por un período de tiempo temporal.

Los equipos de MSF brindan atención médica, apoyo de agua y

saneamiento, refugio, artículos no alimentarios y apoyo psicológico a los

refugiados en la isla. MSF insta al Estado griego, con el apoyo de la UE, a

garantizar la provisión de un sistema de recepción de tránsito adecuado

para todas las personas que lleguen a Kos.
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Actualización del proyecto 26 august 2015

¿entre enero y julio de 2015? 18.600 refugiados llegaron a la isla de Kos en barco desde Turquía. La

mayoría de ellos huyen de la guerra y la violencia en Siria, pero muchos también provienen de

Afganistán, Irak, Irán y Pakistán.
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