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Pope removes legal privileges for Vatican

cardinals, bishops

By Philip Pullella

April 30, 2021 9:39 PM GMT+2 - Updated April 30, 2021
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Pope Francis conducts a mass in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, April 25, 2021. REUTERS/Remo Casilli/File Photo Purchase Licensing

Rights [

April 30 (Reuters) - Pope Francis ruled on Friday that bishops and cardinals who work in the Vatican will

be judged by the same lay tribunal that hears other criminal cases and no longer by an elite panel of

prelates.

Francis issued a decree abrogating a provision in the Vatican's civil criminal code whereby bishops and

cardinals were judged only by the Court of Cassation, a top body made up of cardinals and other high-

ranking clergy.

The Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps you informed with the latest developments and analysis of

the Iran war. Sign up here.

In recent years, there have been several cases where lay people caught up in criminal investigations were

judged and sentenced by the ordinary tribunal, which is made up of non-clerics, while cardinals involved in

the same cases were not judged at all or received special treatment.

In the preface to the decree, Francis said civil law within the Vatican, which is a sovereign city-state, should

be "without privileges that go back in time and are no longer consonant" with individual responsibilities.

The changes, expected to apply mostly to financial crimes, will streamline the process for holding Vatican-

based cardinals and bishops accountable if they are accused of wrongdoing.

The pope will still have to approve the start of any investigation or trial.

While the changes will make it easier for Vatican-based cardinals and bishops to be investigated and

prosecuted, they also broaden protections by giving them two chances to appeal, Church legal experts

said.

It was the second time in as many days that Francis had sent a clear signal to cardinals about the need for

more accountability.

On Thursday he issued another decree mandating full economic disclosure and controls for Vatican

managers, including cardinals, and stipulating that no one can accept personal gifts worth more than 40

euros. read more

The new rules about the court of first instance in criminal cases could affect Cardinal Angelo Becciu, who

Francis fired from a top Vatican post last year after allegations of embezzlement and nepotism. Becciu has

denied any wrongdoing.
Reporting by Philip Pullella; Editing by Catherine Evans
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Brazil minister says US
terrorist designation of local
gangs could impact economy

Americas - May 30, 2026 - 12:36 AM GMT+2 - T hour ago

A U.S. decision to designate the two biggest Brazilian drug
gangs as terrorist organizations could impact Latin America's
largest economy on several fronts, including by jeopardizing
foreign investments, Brazil's Finance Minister Dario Durigan
said on Friday.
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