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WMA DECLARATION ON EUTHANASIA AND PHYSICIAN-

ASSISTED SUICIDE

Adopted by the 70" WMA General Assembly, Thilisi, Georgia, October 2019

The WMA reiterates its strong commitment to the principles of medical ethics and that utmost
respect has to be maintained for human life. Therefore, the WMA is firmly opposed to euthanasia
and physician-assisted suicide.

For the purpose of this declaration, euthanasia is defined as a physician deliberately
administering a lethal substance or carrying out an intervention to cause the death of a patient
with decision-making capacity at the patient’'s own voluntary request. Physician-assisted suicide
refers to cases in which, at the voluntary request of a patient with decision-making capacity, a
physician deliberately enables a patient to end his or her own life by prescribing or providing
medical substances with the intent to bring about death.

No physician should be forced to participate in euthanasia or assisted suicide, nor should any
physician be obliged to make referral decisions to this end.

Separately, the physician who respects the basic right of the patient to decline medical treatment
does not act unethically in forgoing or withholding unwanted care, even if respecting such a wish
results in the death of the patient.

WMA © 2026 World Medical Association
All Rights reserved.

27th October 2019

Policy Types
Declaration
Tags

Ethics, Euthanasia, Physician-Assisted
Suicide

WMA Resolution to
Uphold the Ethical
Framework of
Healthcare

Adopted by the 229th WMA
Council Session, Montevideo,
Uruguay, A...

WMA Resolution on
the Designation of an
Annual Medical Ethics
Day

Adopted by the 54th WMA
General Assembly, Helsinki,
Finland, Sep...

Back to policies

Contact Us
Sitemap
Imprint
Disclaimer
Privacy policy

Cookie policy

Back to Top

€ Cookie Polic


https://www.wma.net/
https://www.wma.net/es/policies-post/declaracion-sobre-la-eutanasia-y-suicidio-con-ayuda-medica/
https://www.wma.net/fr/policies-post/declaration-sur-leuthanasie-et-le-suicide-medicalement-assiste/
https://www.wma.net/sign-up/
https://x.com/medwma
https://fr.linkedin.com/company/world-medical-association
https://www.facebook.com/WorldMedicalAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/user/worldmedassociation
https://bsky.app/profile/medwma.bsky.social
https://www.wma.net/policy/
https://www.wma.net/policy/current-policies/
https://pdf-it.dev.acw.website/please-and-thank-you?url=https://www.wma.net/policies-post/declaration-on-euthanasia-and-physician-assisted-suicide/&pdfName=declaration-on-euthanasia-and-physician-assisted-suicide
https://www.wma.net/policy/current-policies/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-to-uphold-the-ethical-framework-of-healthcare/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-to-uphold-the-ethical-framework-of-healthcare/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-to-uphold-the-ethical-framework-of-healthcare/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-to-uphold-the-ethical-framework-of-healthcare/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-to-uphold-the-ethical-framework-of-healthcare/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-designation-of-an-annual-medical-ethics-day/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-designation-of-an-annual-medical-ethics-day/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-designation-of-an-annual-medical-ethics-day/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-designation-of-an-annual-medical-ethics-day/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-designation-of-an-annual-medical-ethics-day/
https://www.wma.net/
https://www.wma.net/contact-us/
https://www.wma.net/sitemap/
https://www.wma.net/imprint/
https://www.wma.net/disclaimer/
https://www.wma.net/privacy-policy/
https://www.wma.net/cookie-policy/
https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/
https://www.wma.net/policy/
https://www.wma.net/publications/
https://www.wma.net/news-press/
https://www.wma.net/who-we-are/
https://www.wma.net/junior-doctors/
https://www.wma.net/members-area/

