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Rabat – As Pope Francis’s arrival in Rabat today marks the second papal visit to Morocco, the event is
reminiscent of John Paul II’s visit to the country in 1985—his first to a Muslim country following a direct
invitation from its leader.

When Pope John Paul II landed at Mohammed VI Airport in Casablanca, he knelt and kissed the
Moroccan soil, a humble gesture conveying sentiments of love and tolerance toward the country and its
people.

The pontiff was greeted by King Hassan II and King Mohammed VI, who was then Crown Prince.

Pope John Paul II’s visit was an opportunity to lay the foundations of the fraternity, mutual
understanding, and interfaith bridge that has become a central pillar in the current pope’s repeated calls
for dialogue between Muslims and Christians in Morocco.

Pope John Paul II then made a speech in front of thousands of Moroccans at the Mohammed V Stadium
in Casablanca.

At the time, “Pope John Paul II was concerned about the status of the Church in Morocco and as well as
relations with Muslims,” says Vatican News.

In his speech, the pope preached and praised the tolerance of Moroccans, but he also warned young
Moroccans against extremism and violence. 

“Wisdom teaches us that self-discipline and love are the sole levers for the desired renewal [of tolerance],’’
he had said.

John Paul II also visited the Royal Palace in Casablanca where he a military parade greeted him in the
welcoming presence of the Moroccan royal family. 

King Hassan II and Pope John Paul II met for the first time in Vatican, Rome. The Pope organized a
reception in honor of the king who was accompanied by Princess Lalla Hasna, his youngest daughter.

Read Also: Pope Francis Starts 2-Day Visit in Morocco to Boost Interfaith
Dialogue

From Pope John Paul II to Pope Francis

On Saturday, the first day of his two-day stay, Pope Francis began his long-anticipated visit on a rainy day.
Like they had done with John Paul II, Moroccans welcomed Pope Francis in an atmosphere of warmth
and delight.  

The Pope will visit the Mausoleum of King Mohammed V, the Mohammed VI Institute for the Training of
Imams to meet with Islamic scholars and students, and head to the Caritas migrant center, where he will
meet with a group of sub-Saharan migrants with whom he will share messages of hope and peace.

Children welcome Pope Francis in Morocco. March 30, 2019.
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Pope Francis welcomed with dates and milk

The Pope is also expected to meet with Morocco’s Christian community, including the congregation of
Morocco-based bishops.  He will end his visit with a papal Mass on Sunday.

The pope’s visit is a celebration of our shared humanity and an invitation to cultivate values of
forbearance and togetherness.
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Rabat – Head of government Saad Eddine El Othmani and Minister of Education Said Amzazi met on
Friday with several associations representing students parents to update them on the government’s
measures on the suspension of classes due to the ongoing contractual teachers’ protests.

During the meeting, the associations of students parents called on the contractual teachers to resume
work. Parents pleaded with the contractual teachers to put students’ interest ahead.

El Othmani stressed that he personally follows the issue. He evoked the measures and solutions the
government has taken to ensure the normal functioning of schools. Like parents, he noted that, students’
rights should be a top priority of school-related actions.

While the protesting teachers have voiced the government’s passivity in meeting their demands for better
working conditions, El Othmani explained that the government objectively handled the issue.

He said the government has made the necessary amendments to the government’s program for
contractual teachers. The new program is similar to the one used for the permanent teachers employed in
the public sector, giving contractual teachers roughly the same rights as their permanently hired peers,
according to El Othmani.

Read also: Ministry of Education Proposes a Reform for Contractual
Teachers

The head of government expressed dissatisfaction with the teachers’ strike, underlining that no one has
the right to stop the functioning of any public service. Weeks-long suspension of classes is unacceptable
and unreasonable because it impedes students’ rights, El Othmani argued.

The minister of education highlighted the contract program reforms giving contractual teachers the same
labor protection as permanent teachers. The pack includes health care, a pension fund, early retirement in
case of a permanent sickness, and the right to promotions to posts with greater responsibilities.

Amzazi reassured parents that his ministry has taken the necessary and “practical” measures in
cooperation with a number of partners to ensure that the protests do not clash with students’ rights for the
rest of the school year.

The associations’ representatives appreciated the government initiative to hold a dialogue with them,
saluted the authorities’ efforts to address the crisis.

Tags:  Head of Government Saad Eddine El Othmani Moroccan Minister of Education Said Amzazi

protests of contractual teachers











Travel Guides & Travelogues

USEFUL LINKS

About

Privacy Policy

Contact

Careers

Terms Of Use

Cookies Policy

TOPICS

Mawazine 2025

Environment

Politics

Lifestyle

Sports

Western Sahara

REGIONS

International

Maghreb

Middle East

Africa

Download our App

   

Copyright 2026 Morocco World News. All rights reserved. Morocco World News is not responsible for the content of external sites.
Read about our approach to external linking.

HOME CULTURE  POLITICS  SOCIETY  ECONOMY  OPINION  EDUCATION  SUSTAINABILITY  TECH  SPORT  GITEX 2026  

Prayer Times Morocco Lifestyle Western Sahara   Login   Register

https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/headlines/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/81641/in-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Pope-John-Paul-kissing-Moroccan-soil.jpg
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Pope-John-Paul-kissing-Moroccan-soil.jpg
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Pope-John-Paul-kissing-Moroccan-soil.jpg
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Pope-John-Paul-kissing-Moroccan-soil.jpg
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/author/ahlamsaga/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/81641/in-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/268474/casablanca-mohammed-v-airport-africa/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/269240/king-mohammed-vi-pope-francis-morocco-2/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/269210/pope-francis-visit-morocco-2/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/269210/pope-francis-visit-morocco-2/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/269210/pope-francis-visit-morocco-2/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/tag/pope-francis-visit-to-morocco/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/tag/pope-john-paul-ii-in-morocco/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=In%20Pictures%3A%20Pope%20John%20Paul%20II%E2%80%99s%20Visit%20to%20Morocco%20in%201985&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81641%2Fin-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81641%2Fin-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81641%2Fin-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco%2F&title=In%20Pictures%3A%20Pope%20John%20Paul%20II%E2%80%99s%20Visit%20to%20Morocco%20in%201985
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=In%20Pictures%3A%20Pope%20John%20Paul%20II%E2%80%99s%20Visit%20to%20Morocco%20in%201985%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81641%2Fin-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco%2F
https://telegram.me/share/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81641%2Fin-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco%2F&text=In%20Pictures%3A%20Pope%20John%20Paul%20II%E2%80%99s%20Visit%20to%20Morocco%20in%201985
https://quickchart.io/qr?size=400&text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81641%2Fin-pictures-pope-john-paul-morocco%2F
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/morocco/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/81643/morocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/author/hamza-guessous/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/81643/morocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/269202/morocco-government-contractual-teachers-protest/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/267656/ministry-education-reform-contractual-teachers/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/267656/ministry-education-reform-contractual-teachers/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/tag/head-of-government-saad-eddine-el-othmani/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/tag/moroccan-minister-of-education-said-amzazi/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/tag/protests-of-contractual-teachers/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=El%20Othmani%20Meets%20with%20Student%20Parents%E2%80%99%20Associations%20Amid%20Teachers%20Strike&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81643%2Fmorocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike%2F
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81643%2Fmorocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81643%2Fmorocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike%2F&title=El%20Othmani%20Meets%20with%20Student%20Parents%E2%80%99%20Associations%20Amid%20Teachers%20Strike
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=El%20Othmani%20Meets%20with%20Student%20Parents%E2%80%99%20Associations%20Amid%20Teachers%20Strike%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81643%2Fmorocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike%2F
https://telegram.me/share/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81643%2Fmorocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike%2F&text=El%20Othmani%20Meets%20with%20Student%20Parents%E2%80%99%20Associations%20Amid%20Teachers%20Strike
https://quickchart.io/qr?size=400&text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2019%2F03%2F81643%2Fmorocco-student-parents-associations-teachers-strike%2F
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/about-us/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/contact/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/mawazine/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/politics/
https://mwnlifestyle.com/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/sports/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/western-sahara/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/international/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/maghreb/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/middle-east/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/africa/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.moroccoworldnews.app
https://apps.apple.com/cz/app/morocco-world-news-mwn/id6757102293
https://www.instagram.com/moroccoworldnewsofficial
https://x.com/MoroccoWNews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/morocco-world-news/
https://www.facebook.com/MoroccoWorldNews/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MoroccoWorldNews
https://www.tiktok.com/@morocco_world_news
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/guidance-links-and-feeds/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/culture/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/politics/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/society/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/economy/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/opinion/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/education/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/sustainability/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/tech/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/sports/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/gitex-africa/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/prayer-times/morocco/rabat
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/morocco/
https://mwnlifestyle.com/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/western-sahara/

