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World 

Iraq arrests four suspects
behind rocket attack on Syrian
base
· March 24, 2026 · 9:32 PM GMT+1 · 11 mins ago

Iraq on Tuesday arrested four suspects  it said were behind

Monday's rocket attack on a base in northeastern Syria,  the

Iraqi prime  minister's office said.
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Pope Leo laments that Iran war

'getting worse and worse'
9:26 PM GMT+1
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WASHINGTON, March 19 (Reuters) - President Donald Trump drew a parallel on Thursday between U.S.

strikes  on Iran and Japan's 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, as he  defended the war he launched against

Tehran while meeting Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in Washington.

"We wanted surprise. Who knows better about surprise than Japan? Why didn't you tell me about  Pearl

Harbor?" Trump replied when a journalist asked why he had  not told allies about his war plans.

The Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps you informed with the latest developments and analysis of

the Iran war. Sign up here.

"You believe in surprise, I  think much more so than us."

Takaichi's eyes widened and she shifted in her  chair as Trump, seated beside her in the Oval Office, evoked

the moment  that drew the U.S. into World War Two.

The Japanese attack on the U.S. naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, killed 2,390

Americans. The U.S. declared war  on Japan the next day, with President Franklin D. Roosevelt calling it "a

date  which will live in infamy."

U.S. President Donald Trump meets with Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, D.C.,
U.S., March 19, 2026. REUTERS/Evelyn Hockstein Purchase Licensing Rights

The U.S. defeated Japan in August 1945, days after U.S. atomic  bomb  attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki

killed hundreds of thousands of civilians.

Trump's remarks received a mixed reaction on the streets of Tokyo on Friday.

Yuta Nakamura, a 33-year-old engineer with a petrochemical company, told Reuters that Takaichi had

been put in "a very  difficult situation," praising  her for doing  well by "avoiding upsetting Trump."

"Personally, I took President Trump's remark as just a joke. But because of her position, if she  laughed too

much, she'd likely face criticism, so I  imagine it  was quite hard for her to react."

Tokio Washino, a retiree, said: "Given the historical context of Japan having done that, and with Donald

bringing it up as an example,  it  makes me feel a bit uneasy as a  Japanese citizen."

Reporting by Trevor Hunnicutt; Additional reporting by Doina Chiacu, Bhargav Acharya, Irene Wang and Katya  Golubkova;

Writing by Daphne Psaledakis; Editing by Scott Malone, Chizu Nomiyama and William Mallard

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Daphne Psaledakis is a foreign policy correspondent based in Washington, D.C., where she covers U.S. sanctions,

Africa and the State Department. She has covered the rollout of U.S. sanctions on Russia after Moscow’s invasion of

Ukraine, Washington’s efforts to enforce its sanctions and the U.S. response to the conflict in Ethiopia, among other

issues. She previously covered European Union politics and energy and climate policy for Reuters in Brussels as part

of an Overseas Press Club Foundation fellowship in 2019. Daphne holds a Bachelor of Journalism in Print and

Digital News and a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies.

Trevor Hunnicutt

Thomson Reuters

Trevor Hunnicutt is White House Correspondent at Reuters News. He writes about U.S. foreign and domestic policy

and regularly travels with the President of the United States. Prior to joining the White House team in 2021, he

covered presidential campaigns, economics, finance and investing for many years. He has also served on the board

of the White House Correspondents' Association. Hunnicutt holds a bachelor's degree from Pomona College and a

master's from the London School of Economics.
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Trump compares Pearl Harbor to strikes
on Iran in meeting Japan's leader
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March 19, 2026 6:07 PM GMT+1 · Updated March 20, 2026

Suggested Topics: Asia Pacific

Workspace

Access unmatched financial data, news and content in a highly-customised

workflow experience on desktop, web and mobile.

Data Catalogue

Browse an unrivalled portfolio of real-time and historical market data and

insights from worldwide sources and experts.

World-Check

Screen for heightened risk individual and entities globally to help uncover

hidden risks in business relationships and human networks.

LSEG Products

Exclusive news, data and analytics for financial market professionals

World Business Markets Sustainability Legal Commentary Technology Investigations More My News Sign In Subscribe

https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/authors/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/topics/
https://www.reuters.com/archive/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigations/
https://www.reuters.com/sports/
https://www.reuters.com/science/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://www.reuters.com/pictures/
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/
https://www.reuters.com/podcasts/
https://reutersagency.com/about/
https://www.reuters.com/media-center/
https://www.reutersprofessional.com/advertise-with-us/p/1
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/careers
https://reutersagency.com/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=reuters&utm_campaign=site-referral&utm_content=us&utm_term=0
https://reutersagency.com/brand-attribution-guidelines/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/reuters-and-ai/
https://reutersagency.com/about/leadership-team/
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/DIVERSITY-REPORT/2024/xmpjbgdrapr/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/commercial-disclosure/
https://apps.apple.com/app/reuters-news/id602660809
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thomsonreuters.reuters
https://www.reuters.com/newsletters/
https://www.reuters.com/subscribe/offer/?journeyStart=Footer
https://x.com/reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.instagram.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va993qu5q08m6Tl6jP0U
https://www.reutersprofessional.com/advertising-solutions/p/1
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/advertising-guidelines/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-footer&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html#cookies
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/terms-of-use/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/digital-accessibility-policy.html
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/contact-us/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/data-disclosure-and-sources/
https://trdigital.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8kte8gArGyCGVhz
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/disclaimer/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/iraq-arrests-four-suspects-behind-rocket-attack-syrian-base-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/iraq-arrests-four-suspects-behind-rocket-attack-syrian-base-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/iraq-arrests-four-suspects-behind-rocket-attack-syrian-base-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/pope-leo-laments-that-iran-war-getting-worse-worse-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/pope-leo-laments-that-iran-war-getting-worse-worse-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/pope-leo-laments-that-iran-war-getting-worse-worse-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/venezuelan-man-sues-us-over-deportation-el-salvadoran-prison-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/venezuelan-man-sues-us-over-deportation-el-salvadoran-prison-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/venezuelan-man-sues-us-over-deportation-el-salvadoran-prison-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/life-ukraines-front-line-worse-than-hell-russia-advances-2024-06-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/life-ukraines-front-line-worse-than-hell-russia-advances-2024-06-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/life-ukraines-front-line-worse-than-hell-russia-advances-2024-06-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/one-defining-photo-every-week-2025-clone-2026-01-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/one-defining-photo-every-week-2025-clone-2026-01-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/one-defining-photo-every-week-2025-clone-2026-01-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/donald-trump/
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/trump-may-push-japan-help-with-iran-war-white-house-meeting-2026-03-19/
https://www.reuters.com/newsletters/reuters-iran-briefing/?location=article-paragraph&redirectUrl=%2Fworld%2Fasia-pacific%2Ftrump-draws-parallel-between-pearl-harbor-us-strikes-iran-meeting-with-japanese-2026-03-19%2F
https://www.reutersconnect.com/item/us-president-trump-meets-with-japanese-pm-takaichi-at-the-white-house/dGFnOnJldXRlcnMuY29tLDIwMjY6bmV3c21sX1JDMk43S0E4SVRaRw%3D%3D/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reutersconnect.com/item/us-president-trump-meets-with-japanese-pm-takaichi-at-the-white-house/dGFnOnJldXRlcnMuY29tLDIwMjY6bmV3c21sX1JDMk43S0E4SVRaRw%3D%3D/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reutersconnect.com/item/us-president-trump-meets-with-japanese-pm-takaichi-at-the-white-house/dGFnOnJldXRlcnMuY29tLDIwMjY6bmV3c21sX1JDMk43S0E4SVRaRw%3D%3D/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reuters.com/authors/daphne-psaledakis/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/daphne-psaledakis/
mailto:Daphne.Psaledakis@thomsonreuters.com
https://x.com/DPsaledakis
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daphne-psaledakis-679aaa64/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/trevor-hunnicutt/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/trevor-hunnicutt/
mailto:trevor.hunnicutt@thomsonreuters.com
https://x.com/trevornews
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thunnicutt/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/trump-draws-parallel-between-pearl-harbor-us-strikes-iran-meeting-with-japanese-2026-03-19/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-complains-japan-about-tokyo-embassy-break-in-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-complains-japan-about-tokyo-embassy-break-in-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-complains-japan-about-tokyo-embassy-break-in-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-complains-japan-about-tokyo-embassy-break-in-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-complains-japan-about-tokyo-embassy-break-in-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-76-strikes-tonga-islands-usgs-says-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-76-strikes-tonga-islands-usgs-says-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-76-strikes-tonga-islands-usgs-says-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-76-strikes-tonga-islands-usgs-says-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-76-strikes-tonga-islands-usgs-says-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hong-kong-police-arrest-bookstore-owner-staff-selling-jimmy-lai-biography-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-complains-japan-about-tokyo-embassy-break-in-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-pushes-new-five-year-economic-plan-nuclear-deterrent-parliament-2026-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-76-strikes-tonga-islands-usgs-says-2026-03-24/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/daphne-psaledakis/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/trevor-hunnicutt/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/
https://www.lseg.com/en/data-analytics/products/workspace?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_ProductPage_Links
https://www.lseg.com/en/data-analytics/financial-data/?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_DataCatalogPage_Links
https://www.lseg.com/en/risk-intelligence/screening-solutions/world-check-kyc-screening?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_ProductPage_Links
https://www.reuters.com/differentiator/
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/account/sign-in/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Fasia-pacific%2Ftrump-draws-parallel-between-pearl-harbor-us-strikes-iran-meeting-with-japanese-2026-03-19%2F%3Futm_source%3Dchatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/account/subscribe/offer/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Fasia-pacific%2Ftrump-draws-parallel-between-pearl-harbor-us-strikes-iran-meeting-with-japanese-2026-03-19%2F%3Futm_source%3Dchatgpt.com&referrer=subscription_button&journeyStart=navigation
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/commentary/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigations/
https://www.reuters.com/my-news/feed/

