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Trump compares Pearl Harbor to strikes
on Iran in meeting Japan's leader

By Daphne Psaledakis and Trevor Hunnicutt
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WASHINGTON, March 19 (Reuters) - President Donald Trump drew a parallel on Thursday between U.S.
strikes on Iran and Japan's 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, as he defended the war he launched against

Tehran while meeting Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in Washington.

"We wanted surprise. Who knows better about surprise than Japan? Why didn't you tell me about Pearl
Harbor?" Trump replied when a journalist asked why he had not told allies about his war plans.

The Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps you informed with the latest developments and analysis of
the Iran war. Sign up here.

"You believe in surprise, | think much more so than us."

Takaichi's eyes widened and she shifted in her chair as Trump, seated beside her in the Oval Office, evoked
the moment that drew the U.S. into World War Two.

The Japanese attack on the U.S. naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, killed 2,390
Americans. The U.S. declared war on Japan the next day, with President Franklin D. Roosevelt calling it "a
date which will live in infamy."
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U.S. President Donald Trump meets with Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, D.C.,
U.S., March 19, 2026. REUTERS/Evelyn Hockstein Purchase Licensing Rights [

The U.S. defeated Japan in August 1945, days after U.S. atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
killed hundreds of thousands of civilians.
Trump's remarks received a mixed reaction on the streets of Tokyo on Friday.

Yuta Nakamura, a 33-year-old engineer with a petrochemical company, told Reuters that Takaichi had
been put in "a very difficult situation," praising her for doing well by "avoiding upsetting Trump."

"Personally, | took President Trump's remark as just a joke. But because of her position, if she laughed too
much, she'd likely face criticism, so | imagine it was quite hard for her to react."

Tokio Washino, a retiree, said: "Given the historical context of Japan having done that, and with Donald
bringing it up as an example, it makes me feel a bit uneasy as a Japanese citizen."

Reporting by Trevor Hunnicutt; Additional reporting by Doina Chiacu, Bhargav Acharya, Irene Wang and Katya Golubkova;
Writing by Daphne Psaledakis; Editing by Scott Malone, Chizu Nomiyama and William Mallard
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Daphne Psaledakis is a foreign policy correspondent based in Washington, D.C., where she covers U.S. sanctions,
Africa and the State Department. She has covered the rollout of U.S. sanctions on Russia after Moscow'’s invasion of
Ukraine, Washington’s efforts to enforce its sanctions and the U.S. response to the conflict in Ethiopia, among other
issues. She previously covered European Union politics and energy and climate policy for Reuters in Brussels as part
of an Overseas Press Club Foundation fellowship in 2019. Daphne holds a Bachelor of Journalism in Print and
Digital News and a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies.
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Trevor Hunnicutt is White House Correspondent at Reuters News. He writes about U.S. foreign and domestic policy
and regularly travels with the President of the United States. Prior to joining the White House team in 2021, he
covered presidential campaigns, economics, finance and investing for many years. He has also served on the board
of the White House Correspondents' Association. Hunnicutt holds a bachelor's degree from Pomona College and a
master's from the London School of Economics.
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