
Trump calls Strait of Hormuz 'something that we
don't need'
Trump told reporters that he is talking to countries about policing the Strait.

By Kevin Shalvey, Meredith Deliso, Jon Haworth, and Nadine El-Bawab
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President Donald Trump announced "major combat operations" against Iran on Feb.
28, with massive joint U.S.-Israel strikes attack targeting military and government sites,
officials said.

Iranian state television confirmed that Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was among those killed
in Tehran on the first day of strikes. His son Mojtaba Khamenei was chosen on Sunday
to succeed him.

Iran is responding to the operation with missile and drone attacks targeting Israel,
regional U.S. bases and multiple Gulf nations. Israel is also intensifying its long-
running strike campaign against the Iran-backed Hezbollah militia in Lebanon.

(Read previous Iran live updates here.)

Watch special coverage on Nightline, "War with Iran," each night on ABC and
streaming on Disney+ and Hulu.
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US bombs vital oil hub Kharg Island Trump says the bombing raid “totally obliterated every military target.” The island,
located in the Persian Gulf, processes 90% of Iran’s oil exports.
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Trump repeats calls for other countries to help with Strait of Hormuz

Officials in Dubai said flights have been suspended after a nearby drone strike caused a
fire. No injuries have been reported.

Dubai Civil Defense teams successfully contained the fire, officials said.

Flights were suspended "as a precautionary measure to ensure the safety of all
passengers and employees," Dubai's Aviation Authority announced.

Mar 16, 2026, 2:40 AM CET

Flights suspended after drone strike near Dubai
International Airport

As the war in Iran enters its third week, President Donald Trump told reporters on Air
Force One Sunday night that he is talking to countries about policing the Strait of
Hormuz, saying he is looking at “about seven,” but declined to give specifics on which
countries they may be.

Trump also said that the Strait of Hormuz is “something that we don't need,” arguing
that other countries should step in and assist because it affects them more than the U.S.

“I really am demanding that these countries come in and protect their own territory,
because it is their territory. It's the place from which they get their energy, and they
should come and they should help us protect it,” the president said.

Trump also suggested the U.S. not assist at all.

“You could make the case that maybe we shouldn't be there at all because we don't
need it. We have a lot of oil people with the number one producer anywhere in the
world,” he said.

-ABC News' Meghan Mistry and Emily Chang

Mar 16, 2026, 2:09 AM CET

Trump calls Strait of Hormuz 'something that we don't need'

As President Donald Trump continues to urge countries to assist with the escalating
crisis in the Strait of Hormuz, he reportedly issued a warning to NATO on Sunday,
saying it will be “very bad” for the global alliance if they do not respond or comply.

“If there’s no response or if it’s a negative response, I think it will be very bad for the
future of NATO,” he reportedly told the Financial Times in a phone interview.

The president has spent the weekend insisting that because other countries,
particularly Europe and China, are dependent on the oil that flows through the Strait,
they should be responsible for assisting with the escalating oil crisis.

“It’s only appropriate that people who are the beneficiaries of the Strait will help to
make sure that nothing bad happens there,” Trump said.

The president also floated postponing his trip to Beijing to meet with Chinese President
Xi Jinping, which a White House official previously told ABC is currently scheduled for
March 31 to April 2. He did not say how long he may delay the trip.

Trump told the FT that he would “like to know” if China would help with unblocking
the Strait of Hormuz before the summit takes place.

-ABC News' Emily Chang and Meghan Mistry
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Mar 16, 2026, 1:37 AM CET

Trump reportedly tells NATO allies it will be 'very bad' if they
don’t help unblock Strait of Hormuz

U.K. Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer spoke with President Donald Trump Sunday
about the ongoing situation in the Strait of Hormuz, according to a spokesperson for
the prime minister's office.

“The leaders discussed the ongoing situation in the Middle East and the importance of
reopening the Strait of Hormuz to end the disruption to global shipping, which is
driving up costs worldwide," the spokesperson said.

“The Prime Minister also expressed his condolences for the American service
personnel who have lost their lives during the conflict," according to the spokesperson,
who added that the leaders "agreed to keep in touch.”

The spokesperson also said that Starmer had spoken Sunday with Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney and "discussed the situation in the Middle East, including the
impact of the continued closure of the Strait of Hormuz on international shipping."

“They agreed to discuss the ongoing conflict further in their meeting tomorrow, among
other bilateral issues,” the spokesperson said.

President Trump on Saturday called for other countries, including the U.K., to step in
and assist with the escalating crisis in the Strait of Hormuz.

-ABC News' Mike Trew
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President Trump spoke with UK Prime Minister Starmer,
spokesperson says

Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP

President Donald Trump speaks at a women's history month event in the East Room at the White House, March 12, 2026, in
Washington.

Iraq's Security Media Cell, an office of the prime minister, said that five rockets
targeted Baghdad airport Sunday, injuring five people.

"At exactly 19:00 this evening, Baghdad International Airport and its surroundings
came under attack by 5 rockets, resulting in injuries to 4 airport staff and security
personnel, in addition to an engineer, with varying degrees of wounds," the statement
said.

The rockets struck numerous areas including on the grounds of the Baghdad Central
Prison, which is near the former American base Camp Victory on the airport grounds,
according to the statement.

"Competent authorities have begun taking the necessary legal measures, alongside
tightening security procedures around the targeted areas," the statement said.

-ABC News' Victoria Beaule

Mar 15, 2026, 8:51 PM CET

Iraq says 5 rockets targeted Baghdad airport

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) threatened that it will continue
attempts to find and kill Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

"If the criminal Zionist Prime Minister is alive, we will continue to pursue and kill him
with force," the IRGC said in a statement Sunday.

-ABC News' Somayeh Malekian

Mar 15, 2026, 7:08 PM CET

IRGC declares it continues efforts to 'pursue and kill'
Netanyahu

U.S. Central Command said Sunday that Iranian claims that the U.S. is using one-way
drones to attack Gulf countries is a "lie."

"The Iranian regime’s foreign minister claims that the United States is using one-way
attack drones to attack Gulf countries and shifting the blame to Iran. LIE," a CENTCOM
post on X on Sunday morning said.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi claimed in an interview Sunday with the
media outlet Al-Araby Al-Jadeed that "the Americans had developed a drone similar to
the Iranian 'Shahed' drone called 'Lucas,' which is used to target objectives in Arab
countries." Araghchi said the information is currently being reviewed.

The U.S. military has deployed its own one-way attack drones known as LUCAS, for
Low-Cost Uncrewed Combat Attack System, in its attacks on Iran.

"Iranian forces have launched thousands of drones AND missiles at its neighbors,
indiscriminately targeting civilian hotels, commercial airports, residential
communities and economic infrastructure. U.S. attack drones are only targeting
Iranian military capabilities to eliminate threats posed to the region. TRUTH," the
CENTCOM post also said.

-ABC News' Cindy Smith and Somayeh Malekian
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CENTCOM calls Iranian claims US targeted Gulf countries a
'lie'

U.S. Central Command Public Affairs

Low-cost Unmanned Combat Attack System (LUCAS) drones are positioned on the tarmac at a base in the U.S. Central
Command operating area, Nov. 23, 2025.

Energy Secretary Chris Wright said Sunday that the war with Iran will come to an end
in the next few weeks, and possibly sooner, amid concerns about high gas prices.

"I think that this conflict will certainly come to an end in the next few weeks," Wright
told ABC News "This Week" co-anchor Martha Raddatz. "Could be sooner than that, but
the conflict will come to the end in the next few weeks."

Wright's comments come as Americans are seeing increasingly high gas prices as a
result of the war. One major piece of leverage Iran maintains is its control over the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical maritime passageway connecting the Persian Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman through which around 20% of the world's oil supply passes.

Iran has effectively closed the strait, sending crude oil prices skyrocketing and leading
to higher gas prices in the U.S.

Mar 15, 2026, 2:53 PM CET

War with Iran ‘will certainly’ end in next few weeks:
Secretary Wright

ABC News

Energy Secretary Chris Wright appears on ABC News' "This Week" on March 15, 2026.

Rescue and recovery operations were underway on Sunday at "several incident sites" in
central Israel after reports of an Iranian aerial attack, the Israel Defense Forces said on
social media.

Mar 15, 2026, 12:45 PM CET

Responders working at 'several' sites in central Israel
following Iranian aerial attack, IDF says

Jack Guez/AFP via Getty Images

Israeli police inspect the husk of a destroyed vehicle at the site of a projectile impact from an Iranian strike in southern Tel
Aviv on March 15, 2026.

The Iranian military launched another wave of missile and drone strikes overnight,
officials said statement on Sunday morning.

At least 10 hypersonic missiles were launched, along with an unspecified number of
drones, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said in a statement.

The IRGC said the targets included U.S. forces at Al-Dhafra Air Base, in the United Arab
Emirates, for playing "an intelligence-support role in the invasion of the Islamic
Republic of Iran," along with being a regional command location.

-ABC News’ Somayeh Malekian

Mar 15, 2026, 12:35 PM CET

Iranian aerial strikes target US forces at base in UAE, IRGC
says

The Pentagon identified the six service members killed when a U.S. KC-135 refueling
aircraft crashed in western Iraq on Thursday.

Three of the Air Force airmen were assigned to the 6th Air Refueling Wing, MacDill Air
Force Base in Florida.

The other three airmen were assigned to the 121st Air Refueling Wing at Rickenbacker
Air National Guard Base in Columbus, Ohio.

The crash, which involved another KC-135 tanker, is still under investigation.

The aircraft was lost while flying over friendly airspace in western Iraq March 12 during
Operation Epic Fury, according to U.S. Central Command.
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Pentagon identifies 6 Air Force airmen killed in KC-135
refueling aircraft crash

Maj. John A. Klinner, 33, of Auburn, Alabama
Capt. Ariana G. Savino, 31, of Covington, Washington
Tech. Sgt. Ashley B. Pruitt, 34, of Bardstown, Kentucky

Capt. Seth R. Koval, 38, of Mooresville, Indiana
Capt. Curtis J. Angst, 30, of Wilmington, Ohio
Tech. Sgt. Tyler H. Simmons, 28, of Columbus, Ohio

Two drones targeted Ahmed Al-Jaber Air Base in Kuwait on Saturday "resulting in
some material damage in the vicinity of the base, and three members of the armed
forces sustained minor injuries," the Kuwaiti army said.

Those injured are currently in stable condition, according to the army.

Mar 14, 2026, 9:58 PM CET

3 injured after drones target air base in Kuwait

President Donald Trump is repeating his calls for other countries to step in and assist
with the escalating crisis in the Strait of Hormuz, arguing that it "should have always
been a team effort" and insisting that this will lead to "Everlasting Peace."

In a new post on his social media platform, Trump claimed that "the Countries of the
World that receive Oil through the Hormuz Strait must take care of that passage" and
that the United States will "help."

The president promised that the U.S. will "coordinate" with assisting countries.

The president’s previous post named the United Kingdom as one of the countries that
he wishes to see send ships to the Strait. Exactly one week ago, the president appeared
to reject possible assistance from the U.K. after they initially refused to allow the U.S. to
use British military bases.

"That’s OK, Prime Minister Starmer, we don’t need them any longer — But we will
remember. We don’t need people that join Wars after we’ve already won!" Trump said
last week.

-ABC News' Emily Chang
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Trump repeats calls for other countries to help with Strait of
Hormuz

At least 826 people have been killed in Lebanon, including 106 children, and over 2,000
have been injured since the start of the war, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry.

Saturday alone, 53 people were killed and 76 wounded. The health ministry also said
five hospitals have been forced to close, there have been 37 attacks on emergency
services and 31 health sector workers have been killed.

MedGlobal, a leading medical organization providing aid in Gaza, has condemned a
new airstrike that killed at least 12 medics in Southern Lebanon, amid repeated attacks
on healthcare in the country.

“They hit a clinic with all its staff,” MedGlobal’s Lebanon Country Director Dr. Tania
Baban said in a statement.

MedGlobal said it condemns the Lebanon clinic bombing, calling it a brazen disregard
for the protection of healthcare.

“It’s an alarming and brutal pattern,” said MedGlobal’s executive director Joseph
Belliveau. “Repeatedly bombing clinics and hospitals is tantamount to declaring war
on civilians; parties to conflict must show greater restraint and live up to their own
legal obligations to protect medical spaces.”

The Israel Defense Forces issued a statement claiming Hezbollah was using
ambulances for "military use" and that if the group did not stop, Israel would act
against those ambulances.

The IDF did not provide corroborating evidence for this claim.

-ABC News' Ghazi Balkiz and Tom Soufi Burridge
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At least 826 killed in Lebanon, including 106 children

Hassan Ammar/AP

A man stands atop the rubble of a building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike as a bulldozer clears debris in Dahiyeh, Beirut's
southern suburbs, Lebanon, March 14, 2026.

AFP via Getty Images

An overnight Israeli airstrike targeted the Haret Hreik neighbourhood in Beirut's southern suburbs, on March 14, 2026.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said the country will respond to any attack on
its energy facilities, warning that Iranian forces could target American-linked energy
infrastructure in the region.

"If Iran’s facilities are targeted, our forces will strike facilities belonging to American
companies in the region or companies in which the United States holds shares,"
Araghchi said on Saturday, according to the semi-official Tasnim news agency.

He added that Iran would "certainly respond" to such attacks but would act cautiously
to avoid targeting densely populated areas.

President Donald Trump said Friday that U.S. Central Command carried out a strike on
Iran’s Kharg Island. Refineries on the island process about 90% of Iran’s oil exports.

Mar 14, 2026, 5:23 PM CET

Iran warns it will retaliate against US regional interests if
energy facilities are attacked

AFP via Getty Images

Smoke rises from the direction of an energy installation in the Gulf emirate of Fujairah on March 14, 2026. Smoke could be
seen rising from the direction of a major UAE energy installation on March 14, in what appeared to be the latest strike
targeting the Gulf's petroleum facilities hours after the US struck Iran's Kharg Island.

The U.S. "executed a large-scale precision strike" on Kharg Island, Iran, destroying
"naval mine storage facilities, missile storage bunkers, and multiple other military
sites," U.S. Central Command said in a post on X.

"U.S. forces successfully struck more than 90 Iranian military targets on Kharg Island,
while preserving the oil infrastructure," CENTCOM said.

Mar 14, 2026, 4:41 PM CET

US says strikes on Kharg Island destroyed Iranian military
sites

As the Trump administration continues to face an escalating crisis in the Strait of
Hormuz, which facilitates the transport of about one-fifth of the world’s oil supply,
President Donald Trump is turning to other countries for assistance.

In a social media post on Saturday, Trump claimed that “many countries” will be
“sending War Ships” to assist with keeping the Strait of Hormuz “open and safe.” He
later called out specific countries and said they will “hopefully” send ships to the
critical waterway.

“Many Countries, especially those who are affected by Iran’s attempted closure of the
Hormuz Strait, will be sending War Ships, in conjunction with the United States of
America, to keep the Strait open and safe,” the president said. He later wrote,
“hopefully China, France, Japan, South Korea, the UK, and others that are affected by
this artificial constraint, will send Ships to the area.”

The president added that “in the meantime,” the U.S. will be “bombing the hell out of
the shoreline,” as well as shooting Iranian ships “out of the water.”

Trump continued to insist that Iran’s military capabilities are “destroyed 100%,” but
said they still pose a threat “no matter how badly defeated they are.”

“We have already destroyed 100% of Iran’s Military capability, but it’s easy for them to
send a drone or two, drop a mine, or deliver a close range missile somewhere along, or
in, this Waterway, no matter how badly defeated they are,” he wrote.

“One way or the other, we will soon get the Hormuz Strait OPEN, SAFE, and FREE!” the
president promised.

ABC News has reached out to the White House for clarification on whether countries
have formally agreed to send ships.

-ABC News' Emily Chang
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Trump calls on other countries to send assistance for Strait
of Hormuz, says US will be bombing shoreline

Benoit Tessier/Reuters

Royal Oman Police Coast Guard patrol boat surveys the area as the traffic is down in the Strait of Hormuz, amid the U.S.-
Israeli conflict with Iran, in Muscat, Oman, March 12, 2026.

Israel Defense Minister Israel Katz congratulated President Donald Trump "on the
severe blow that the US military dealt last night" to Kharg Island.

Katz said that Israel is "continuing a powerful wave of attacks on Tehran and
throughout Iran."

Trump posted a video of the U.S. strikes on Kharg Island, showing projectiles striking
the airport and other sites on the island.

The deputy governor of Iran's Bushehr Province, where Kharg Island is located, told
Iranian state media that "activities of oil companies at this export terminal are normal,"
and that export activities are ongoing, after the strike on the island's airport by the US
military.

-ABC News' Dorit Long and Victoria Beaule
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Israel congratulates US on Kharg Island strikes

U.S. Central Command

In this screen grab from a video released by U.S. Central Command, strikes are shown on Kharg Island.

Twelve healthcare workers were killed in an Israeli airstrike in southern Lebanon, the
Ministry of Health said in a statement.

"Twelve doctors, paramedics and nurses who were on shift at the center were
martyred, in addition to the injury of a health worker," the statement continued.

The ministry condemned the attack in Burj Qalawia on the town's "primary health care
center," saying violence against healthcare workers "contradicts all international
humanitarian laws."

The Ministry of Health's statement added that paramedics in Al-Sawana were also
killed in an Israeli attack hours earlier.

A post from the spokesperson for the Israeli Defense Forces to Arab media on Saturday
said, "as part of its terrorist activities, Hezbollah is making extensive military use of
ambulances."

"We warn that the military use of medical facilities and ambulances must be stopped
immediately, and we emphasize that if this approach is not halted, Israel will act in
accordance with international law against any military activity carried out by the
terrorist Hezbollah using those facilities and ambulances," the post said.

The health center in Burj Qalawia is reportedly run by the Islamic Health Society and
allegedly has ties to Hezbollah.

-ABC News' Othon Leyva, Ghazi Balkiz and Rashid Haddou

Show Less

Mar 14, 2026, 11:56 AM CET

Israel airstrikes kills healthcare workers in Lebanon, Health
Ministry says

In an overnight Truth Social post, President Donald Trump said Iran "is totally
defeated and wants a deal," but not one he would accept.

"The Fake News Media hates to report how well the United States Military has done
against Iran, which is totally defeated and wants a deal - But not a deal that I would
accept," said Trump.

-ABC News' Brittany Gaddy

Mar 14, 2026, 9:23 AM CET

Trump says Iran "wants a deal," but not one he would accept

Three Ohioans are among the six service members killed when their refueling aircraft
went down in friendly airspace in western Iraq, according to Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine.

They were deployed with the Ohio Air National Guard's 121st Air Refueling Wing,
DeWine said on X while offering his "sincere condolences to their families."

Mar 14, 2026, 12:29 AM CET

3 Ohioans among 6 killed during refueling mission

President Donald Trump said Friday that U.S. Central Command executed a strike on
Iran's Kharg Island "moments ago," at his direction.

In a social media post announcing the strike, Trump noted that the "bombing raid" did
not target the island's oil infrastructure but "obliterated every MILITARY target."

"However," he said, "should Iran, or anyone else, do anything to interfere with the Free
and Safe Passage of Ships through the Strait of Hormuz, I will immediately reconsider
this decision."

The president urged the Iranian military to surrender.

"Iran's Military, and all others involved with this Terrorist Regime, would be wise to lay
down their arms, and save what's left of their country, which isn't much!" Trump
added.

Refineries on Kharg Island process 90% of Iranian oil exports. The island is located
roughly 300 miles away from the Strait of Hormuz.
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Trump says U.S. executed strike on Kharg Island

Planet Labs PBC via AP

In this satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC, Iran's Kharg Island is seen on Feb. 26, 2026.

The Army has deployed nearly 10,000 AI-powered drones to the Middle East since the
war with Iran started, according to a U.S. official.

The drones, known as Merops, were developed by Perennial Autonomy, a defense
venture backed by former Google CEO Eric Schmidt, and are designed to hunt and
destroy enemy drones.

The system has already seen extensive use on the Ukrainian front, where Merops have
downed more than 1,000 Iranian-made Shahed drones used by Russia, according to
the official.

The Shahed is the same drone being used against U.S. troops in the Middle East.

-ABC News' Steven Beynon

Mar 13, 2026, 9:10 PM CET

Army sends nearly 10,000 AI drones to fight Iran

The U.S. government is offering a "reward of up to $10 million for information on the
key leaders of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and its component
branches," according to the Rewards for Justice website.

The U.S. is looking for information on 10 officials, including Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, Deputy Chief of Staff in the Supreme Leader Office Ali Asghar Hejazi and
Director and Minister of Intelligence and Security Esmail Khatib.

It is also seeking information on unnamed individuals holding key positions, including
secretary of the Defense Council, the IRGC commander and advisor to the supreme
leader.

Mar 13, 2026, 6:57 PM CET

US offering up to $10M reward for information on top
Iranian officials

A Marine expeditionary unit with 2,200 Marines aboard three U.S. Navy amphibious
ships is being ordered to the Middle East, according to two U.S. officials.

The 31st MEU is permanently deployed to Japan and operates in the INDO-PACOM
region, but it is now being ordered to head to the Middle East.

Its deployment does not mean that the unit is going to be used as a ground force for use
in Iran, but it offers land, amphibious and aviation assets that can be available to
military commanders if needed.

This particular MEU also includes a squadron of F-35 fighter jets and a squadron of MV-
22 tilt rotor Osprey aircraft.

-ABC News' Luis Martinez

Mar 13, 2026, 4:51 PM CET

2,200 Marine unit, 3 warships ordered to head to Middle
East

The Israeli military is moving more troops to the north ahead of a planned expansion
of operations in Lebanon, the Israel Defense Forces announced Friday.

The troop movement described as, "part of strengthening readiness for various
offensive and defensive scenarios," the statement said.

"The buildup and deployment of troops along the northern border will be conducted
using additional regular units, including a division, brigades, and engineering
battalions," the statement said.

-ABC News' Dorit Long

Mar 13, 2026, 4:42 PM CET

More Israeli troops heading north, IDF says

Denying Iran nuclear weapons remains a "core mission" for the U.S. in its military
operation and it has a "range of options," Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth said at a
Pentagon press briefing Friday.

"The president's kept his eye focused on nuclear capabilities. And I will say we have a
range of options, up to and including Iran deciding that they will give those up, which
of course, we would welcome," Hegseth said.

"I would never tell this group or the world what we're willing to do or how far we're
willing to go, but we have options for sure," Hegseth said.

Mar 13, 2026, 2:18 PM CET

US has 'range of options' to deal with nuclear materials,
Hegseth says

Asked about reports that a preliminary inquiry determined that the airstrike on an
Iranian school was carried out by the U.S., Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth declined
to comment.

"We're not going to let reporting lead us or force our hand into indicating what
happened in a particular situation because the truth matters," Hegseth said.

"I can report that CENTCOM has designated an investigating officer to complete a
command investigation. The command investigation will take as long as necessary to
address all the matters surrounding this incident. And the investigating officer is from
outside CENTCOM and is a general officer," Hegseth said.

Mar 13, 2026, 2:07 PM CET

Command investigation launched into strike on Iranian
school

Iranian Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khameini is "wounded and likely disfigured,"
Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth said Friday.

"His father: dead, he's scared, he's injured, he's on the run and he lacks legitimacy. It's a
mess for them. Who's in charge? Iran may not even know," Hegseth said, commenting
on why the new supreme leader put out a written statement on Thursday.

"With every passing hour, we know and we know they know, that the military
capabilities of their evil regime are crumbling. They can barely communicate, let alone
coordinate," Hegseth said.

Mar 13, 2026, 1:52 PM CET

New Iranian supreme leader 'wounded and likely disfigured,'
Hegseth says

Gen. Dan Caine addressed the crashed refueling plane incident, saying it is being
treated as an active rescue and recovery mission.

“The incident occurred over friendly territory in western Iraq while the crew was on a
combat mission, and again, was not the result, as CENTCOM has said, was not the
result of hostile or friendly fire," Caine said.

"We're still treating this as an active rescue and recovery operation, as CENTCOM
announced this morning, four airmen have been recovered, and the Air Force and U.S.
Central Command will provide updates as information becomes available," Caine said.

Mar 13, 2026, 1:51 PM CET

Refueling plane crash site is active rescue and recovery
mission

Speaking about the Strait of Hormuz, Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth said we "don’t
need to worry" about it.

Reading news headlines, Hegseth commented on claims the "Trump administration
underestimated the Iran wars impact on the Strait of Hormuz," saying that is "patently
ridiculous."

"For decades, Iran has threatened shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. This is always what
they do, hold the strait hostage," he said.

Mar 13, 2026, 1:51 PM CET

'Don't need to worry' about Strait of Hormuz, Hegseth says

The U.S. is planning to continue showing "no mercy" as the war with Iran continues
and it ramps up strikes once again.

"Today will be yet again, the highest volume of strikes that America has put over the
skies of Iran and Tehran," Hegseth said.

Mar 13, 2026, 1:25 PM CET

US ramping up strikes on Iran again, planning highest
volume of strikes Friday, Hegseth says

The U.S. and Israel have struck over 15,000 targets in Iran since the beginning of their
joint military operation, Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth told reporters Friday.

The U.S. is "decimating" the Iranian military, leaving it with no air defenses, no navy
and no air force, according to Hegseth.

"We're shooting down and destroying what missiles they still have in stock, but more
importantly, ensuring that they have no ability to make more. Their production lines,
their military plants, their defense innovation centers: defeated," Hegseth said at a
Pentagon briefing.

Mar 13, 2026, 1:20 PM CET

US 'decimating' Iranian military, Hegseth says

President Donald Trump said that the United States is “totally destroying the terrorist
regime of Iran, militarily, economically, and otherwise,” in a post on social media
Friday.

“Iran’s Navy is gone, their Air Force is no longer, missiles, drones and everything else
are being decimated, and their leaders have been wiped from the face of the earth,”
Trump said in his post on Truth Social early Friday. “We have unparalleled firepower,
unlimited ammunition, and plenty of time.”

Mar 13, 2026, 11:22 AM CET

Trump says US 'totally destroying the terrorist regime of
Iran'

French President Emmanuel Macron announced that one French soldier was killed
and several others were injured after an attack in the Erbil region of Iraq.

Macron identified the soldier as Chief Warrant Officer Arnaud Frion of the 7th
Battalion of Chasseurs Alpins from Varces.

"To his family, to his brothers in arms, I want to express all the affection and solidarity
of the Nation," he said in a statement.

The soldier's death marks the first French casualty since the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran
began late last month.

Macron said French troops' presence in Iraq "is part of the strict framework of the fight
against terrorism."

"The war in Iran cannot justify such attacks," he said.

Mar 13, 2026, 2:43 AM CET

1 French soldier killed, several injured during attack in Iraq,
Macron says

A U.S. refueling aircraft "went down" in friendly airspace in western Iraq, with rescue
efforts ongoing, U.S. Central Command said Thursday.

"Two aircraft were involved in the incident," CENTCOM said in a brief statement. "One
of the aircraft went down in western Iraq, and the second landed safely."

The incident resulted in the loss of a U.S. KC-135 refueling aircraft, CENTCOM said. The
other aircraft involved was also a KC-135 tanker, according to a U.S. official.

"This was not due to hostile fire or friendly fire," CENTCOM said.

Mar 12, 2026, 11:10 PM CET

US refueling aircraft goes down in western Iraq: CENTCOM

Hiro Komae/AP

FILE - A U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker refueling tanker aircraft takes off from the Kadena Air Base airfield in Kadena
town, west of Okinawa, southern Japan, Wednesday, Aug. 30, 2023.

More than 1,100 children have been reported injured or killed since Feb. 28 amid the
"intensifying conflict" in the Middle East, according to UNICEF.

"This includes 200 children reportedly killed in Iran, 91 in Lebanon, four in Israel and
one in Kuwait," UNICEF said. "These numbers will likely climb as the violence
intensifies and spreads."

The organization called for an end to the conflict while detailing the impact on
children.

"Widespread disruption to education has left millions of children out of school across
the region, while hundreds of thousands of children have been displaced by
unrelenting bombardment," UNICEF said. "Civilian infrastructure, including hospitals,
schools, and water and sanitation systems -- upon which children depend to survive --
have been attacked, damaged, or destroyed by parties to the conflict."

"Nothing justifies the killing and maiming of children, or the destruction and
disruption of essential services that children depend on," it continued.
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Over 1,100 children injured or killed in Middle East: UNICEF
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Coffins are assembled as funerals are held for students and staff from a girls' school, who authorities said were killed in a
US-Israeli strike on February 28, on March 3, 2026, in Minab, Iran. Iranian authorities said that over 160 people were killed
in the blast, which occurred on the first day of the joint US-Israeli attack on sites across Iran.

The expanding Israeli military operation in southern Lebanon targeting Hezbollah will
not be a short one, the Israeli military's chief of staff, Lt. General Eyal Zamir, said
Thursday.

"This operation will not be short. We will bring additional troops and capabilities to the
north. We will continue to act with great determination. We continue moving forward,"
Zamir said during a visit to the Northern Command.

Zamir said there have been "excellent results" from the operation in Lebanon so far,
with "most" missile launchers thwarted after they fired and "dozens of terrorist
infrastructure sites at the heart of terror in Beirut" struck.

The commander, deputy commander and "many" staff officers of the Imam Hussein
Division, a militia affiliated with Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, were also
killed, Zamir said.

Mar 12, 2026, 7:55 PM CET

Operation in Lebanon 'will not be short': Israel

AFP via Getty Images

A man looks at the site of overnight Israeli airstrikes in the southern suburbs of Beirut on March 12, 2026.

About 47,000 Americans have safely returned to the U.S. from the Middle East since
Feb. 28, a senior State Department official said.

The official said the State Department has offered departure options to nearly every
American in the region who has asked for help. Most Americans who requested help
ended up declining seats when offered by the State Department, choosing to remain
where they were or choosing to book a commercial flight, the official said.

By the end of the day Thursday, the State Department will have completed more than
48 flights to evacuate Americans, the official said.

-ABC News’ Shannon Kingston

Mar 12, 2026, 5:25 PM CET

47,000 Americans have returned from Middle East: State
Department

As the International Energy Agency announced Thursday that the Iran conflict is
causing the “largest supply disruption in the history of the global oil market,” President
Donald Trump is turning to social media to tout America’s oil production capabilities.

“The United States is the largest Oil Producer in the World, by far, so when oil prices go
up, we make a lot of money,” Trump said.

Energy Secretary Chris Wright said in an interview with Fox News Thursday that
Trump’s focus is on American consumers.

“Overall for the U.S. economy, this isn't bad news. But of course [what] President
Trump is worried about is not overall, he is worried about every single American
consumer. So yes, of course he is concerned about the rising energy prices through this
short-term period that people have to suffer,” Wright said.

While the U.S. is the largest oil producer in the world and American oil companies
stand to profit from higher oil prices, the higher prices will hurt many companies and
consumers, which the president did not comment on.

Trump also said on social media that curtailing Iran’s power is more important to him
than oil profits.

“BUT, of far greater interest and importance to me, as President, is stoping [sic] an evil
Empire, Iran, from having Nuclear Weapons, and destroying the Middle East and,
indeed, the World,” Trump wrote.

-ABC News’ Emily Chang
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Trump touts US oil production amid rising oil prices

Divyakant Solanki/EPA/Shutterstock

The Liberiaflagged tanker Shenlong, carrying crude oil from Saudi Arabia to India via the Strait of Hormuz, arrives at Mumbai
Port in Mumbai, India, March 12, 2026.

The Israel Defense Forces said Thursday that two-thirds of Iran's ballistic missile
launchers have been neutralized and about 80% of the regime’s defense systems have
been neutralized.

More than 110 drones have been intercepted and destroyed, the IDF added.

“We've been able to neutralize hundreds of missile launchers and create a real
bottleneck," IDF spokesperson Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani said. "That is one of the main
reasons why their launchers towards Israel and other countries in the region have
diminished heavily.”

-ABC News’ Dorit Long

Mar 12, 2026, 3:28 PM CET

Two-thirds of Iran's ballistic missile launchers neutralized:
IDF

The first purported message from Mojtaba Khamenei, the newly installed supreme
leader of Iran, was read on state TV on Thursday.

Khamenei did not appear in the address, which was read by a woman.

The message said that the “key is to overcome our enemy,” and he said attacking
neighboring countries was necessary because they’re cooperating with the U.S.

He said several of his family members were killed besides his father, including his wife,
his sister and his sister’s child.

He also vowed to avenge the "martyrs," including those killed in the strike near an
Iranian girls' elementary school.

Mojtaba Khamenei was chosen on Sunday to replace his father, Ali Khamenei, the
former supreme leader, who was killed on the first day of the U.S.-Israeli strikes.
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1st purported message from new supreme leader read on
state TV

Majid Khahi/WANA via Reuters, FILE

In this July 18, 2024, file photo, Iran's new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, the second son of late Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, attends a meeting in Tehran, Iran.

Energy Secretary Chris Wright told CNBC that the U.S. Navy is “not ready” to escort oil
tankers through the Strait of Hormuz, but he said it could happen by the end of the
month.

"It will happen relatively soon, but it can't happen now,” Wright said. “We're simply not
ready. All of our military assets right now are focused on destroying Iran's offensive
capabilities and the manufacturing industry that supplies their offensive capabilities.”

In an interview on CNN, Wright was asked if the U.S. can declare victory without the
Strait of Hormuz being reopened.

“No, the Strait of Hormuz needs to be and will be reopened. The U.S. military is there
for the -- is there to solve a long-term problem,” he said, pinning the blame on the
Iranian regime.

-ABC News’ Emily Chang
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Energy secretary says US 'not ready' to escort oil tankers
through Strait of Hormuz yet

Altaf Qadri/AP

Oil tankers and cargo ships line up in the Strait of Hormuz as seen from Mina Al Fajer, United Arab Emirates, March 11,
2026.

Mojtaba Khamenei, the newly installed supreme leader of Iran, is expected to issue a
"strategic" message on Thursday, Iranian state media reported.

Khamenei was chosen on Sunday to replace his father, Ali Khamenei, the former
supreme leader, who was killed on the first day of the U.S.-Israeli strikes.

-ABC News' Joe Simonetti

Mar 12, 2026, 1:52 PM CET

New supreme leader to issue 1st message, state media says

Vahid Salemi/AP

A mourner holds a poster depicting Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, right, the successor to his late father Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, left, as supreme leader, during the funeral procession for senior Iranian military officials and civilians killed during
the U.S.-Israel campaign in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, March 11, 2026.

Israel's military is preparing to expand activity in Lebanon, Israeli Defense Minister
Israel Katz said on Thursday.

"I warned the Lebanese president that if the Lebanese government does not know how
to control the territory and prevent Hezbollah from threatening the northern
communities and firing at Israel -- we will take the territory and do it ourselves," Katz
said in remarks at a military operations center in Tel Aviv.

"The prime minister and I instructed the IDF to prepare to expand IDF activity in
Lebanon and restore peace and security to the northern communities," Katz added.

An Israeli military official told ABC News on Thursday that more than 200 rockets were
fired toward Israel from Lebanon, where the Israel Defense Forces are targeting
Hezbollah infrastructure and members.

-ABC News' Jordana Miller and Dana Savir

Mar 12, 2026, 12:20 PM CET

Israel prepares to expand military activity in Lebanon,
minister says

Shir Torem/Reuters

A woman looks out from a damaged house, following projectile barrages towards Israel from Iran-backed Hezbollah in
Lebanon, amid an escalation between Hezbollah and Israel and the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, in central Israel, March 12,
2026.

The Iranian military claimed on Thursday to have struck a vessel owned by a U.S.
company off the Iraqi coast in the Persian Gulf, saying it targeted the "Safesea Vishnu"
after the vessel "disobeyed and ignored the warnings" of the Iranian navy.

That oil tanker, which was sailing under a Marshall Islands flag, was identified by Iraq's
state oil company as one of two hit with projectiles in the country's territorial waters
early on Thursday.

The other ship struck nearby was the "Zefyros," a Maltese-flagged oil and chemical
tanker, Iraq said. Iran did not claim responsibility for that apparent attack.

Both ships were hit with projectiles that resulted in fires onboard, according to U.K.
Maritime Trade Operations, a tracking organization.

Videos verified by ABC News show flames engulfing the "Safesea Vishnu" as the crew of
an adjacent vessel throw rubber rings to people in the water.

A third ship was also struck Thursday morning off the coast of the United Arab
Emirates, near the Strait of Hormuz, the UKMTO organization said. Iran also did not
claim responsibility for that strike.

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said in a statement announcing the "Safesea"
strike that it was policing the gulf and strait to ensure vessels "act in accordance with
the laws and regulations" that Iran has put in place "in order to remain safe from being
hit by stray projectiles."

-ABC News' Helena Skinner and Somayeh Malekian
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Iran claims strike on ship off Iraqi coast

Handout

A screenshot from video circulating online shows the lettering of "Safesea Vishnu" visible on the ship's waterline as the vessel
is doused with water on Thursday, March 12, 2026.

Handout

A screenshot from video circulating online appears to show crew from an adjacent vessel throwing rubber rings to people in
the water as the tanker burns on Thursday, March 12, 2026.

A ship was reported to have been hit early on Thursday by a projectile near the Strait of
Hormuz, a few hours after two ships were similarly struck in the Persian Gulf off the
coast of Iraq, according to the U.K. Maritime Trade Center, a tracking organization.

The vessel was struck by an "unknown" projectile 35 nautical miles north of Jebel Ali,
the United Arab Emirates, causing a small fire on board, according to the UKMTO.

Two tankers were also hit in the early hours of Thursday morning by "unknown"
projectiles, leading to fires on board both ships, the UKMTO said in an earlier alert and
update.

The vessels were hit off the coast approximately 5 nautical miles south of al Basrah,
Iraq, according to the UKMTO. All crew members were evacuated, the organization
said.

-ABC News' Zoe Magee

Mar 12, 2026, 10:35 AM CET

Ship ablaze near Strait of Hormuz, UKMTO says

The Israeli military continued strikes on Thursday morning in Beirut, where several
explosions were reported in the southern part of the city.

The Israel Defense Forces confirmed the strikes in a statement, saying "the IDF
continues to strike terrorist infrastructure in the heart of Beirut with intensity."

"Among the targets struck were terrorist infrastructure, weapons storage facilities,
central headquarters, and the IRGC Air Force headquarters in Beirut," the IDF said. "So
far, approximately 70 terrorist targets have been struck in the Beirut area, including
buildings that were used by Hezbollah for terrorist purposes."

-ABC News' Joe Simonetti

Mar 12, 2026, 10:07 AM CET

Israel continues strikes on Beirut

AFP via Getty Images

A man looks at the site of overnight Israeli airstrikes in the southern suburbs of Beirut on March 12, 2026.

Two oil tankers were struck in the port of Umm Qasr near Basra in southern Iraq,
leaving one crew member dead, Iraqi officials said.

Another 38 crew members were rescued, according to Lt. Gen Saad Maan, of the
Security Media Cell, who confirmed the strikes to Iraqi state media.

Maan, told Al-Iraqiya News, as reported by the Iraqi News Agency (INA), that "two oil
tankers were subjected to a cowardly act of sabotage," indicating that "the attack took
place within Iraqi territorial waters."

He said six ships were deployed to rescue the crews, stressing that "the government is
making an effort to ensure that Iraq does not become a party to the war."

Mar 12, 2026, 3:10 AM CET

1 dead, 38 rescued after two tankers struck in Iraqi waters

Media Office Of Iraqi Ports/via Reuters

A ship is illuminated by fire from a burning vessel in this screengrab taken from a handout video released March 12, 2026.

The Department of Energy announced today that it has been authorized by President
Donald Trump to release 172 million barrels from the U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
starting next week, in an effort to lower gas and oil prices amid the war in Iran.

"This will take approximately 120 days to deliver based on planned discharge rates,"
Energy Secretary Chris Wright said in a statement Wednesday.

The statement added that this was part of the International Energy Agency's
agreement announced earlier Wednesday to coordinate the release of 400 million
barrels of oil.

In an interview with local CBS affiliate WKRC in Ohio earlier Wednesday, Trump said
that they would tap into the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in an effort to bring gas and
oil prices down.

"Well, we'll do that, and then we'll fill it up. I filled it up once, and I'll fill it up again. But
right now, we'll reduce it a little bit, and that brings the prices down," Trump said.

-ABC News' Michelle Stoddart
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US to release 172M barrels from Strategic Petroleum
Reserve

Pentagon officials told a group of senators in a closed-door briefing on Tuesday that
the war in Iran cost at least $11.3 billion in its first six days, three people familiar with
the briefing told ABC News.

The New York Times first reported the briefing and the $11.3 billion figure.

Senators on the Defense Appropriations subcommittee received the briefing, a source
confirmed. Sen. Chris Coons, the top Democrat on that subcommittee, told reporters
on Wednesday that the $11.3 billion estimate he had seen publicly reported was
"roughly accurate."

"I expect that the current total operating number is significantly above that," Coons
said when pressed on whether that figure took into account things like military
buildup.

Coons also said that while the cost per day is not a "steady state," to "assume that it is
well above a billion and a half a day I think would be a fair guess."

The money that has so far been spent to fund operations in Iran comes out of Pentagon
funds already allocated by Congress. Congress has not yet approved any additional
funding for Iran, and lawmakers on both sides of the aisle say that the White House has
not yet made a request for supplemental funding.

-ABC News' Allison Pecorin
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Senators told Iran war cost $11.3B in first 6 days
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Ground crew prepare to load munitions onto a US Air Force B-1 bomber at RAF Fairford on March 11, 2026 in Fairford,
England.

New Iranian Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei was injured during the opening U.S.-
Israeli strikes at the beginning of the war, Israeli sources told ABC News.

One Israeli source familiar with the matter said that his injuries include a fractured
foot, bruising around his left eye and lacerations to his face. A second Israeli source
said that Mojtaba was wounded with a leg injury and light facial injuries.

Khamenei's condition has been referenced on state television and the state news
agency IRNA, which called him the "wounded war veteran" supreme leader.

Mar 11, 2026, 11:18 PM CET

New supreme leader was injured during opening US-Israeli
strikes: Israeli sources

Majid Khahi/WANA via Reuters, FILE

In this July 18, 2024, file photo, Iran's new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, the second son of late Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, attends a meeting in Tehran, Iran.

President Donald Trump said the U.S. has "won" the war in Iran but has to "finish the
job," during remarks in Kentucky on Wednesday.

"We've won. Let me tell you, we've won. You know, you never like to say too early you
won. We won," Trump said. "In the first hour it was over. But we won."

After the president declared victory, he noted that the U.S. has to finish the job, saying
that America cannot "leave early."

"We gotta finish the job, right?" Trump said.

-ABC News' Emily Chang, Noah Minnie and Michelle Stoddart

Mar 11, 2026, 11:06 PM CET

Trump says US has 'won' war in Iran but has to 'finish the job'

Andrew Harnik/Getty Images

President Donald Trump speaks at Verst Logistics on March 11, 2026, in Hebron, Kentucky.

The ongoing fire between Israel and Hezbollah ramped up significantly Wednesday
night.

Hezbollah announced a new operation, notably called al-Asf al-Makool, named in
reference to a verse in the Quran that talks about an enemy army defeated by divine
intervention.

Dozens of Hezbollah rockets were subsequently fired south, and Israel is responding
with its most intense bombardment of the Beirut suburb of Dahyeh since those strikes
started nearly a week ago, according to the IDF.

The Israel Defense Forces also issued a new evacuation order from the Israeli military
for Dahyeh and ramped up airstrikes across the south in Lebanon.

-ABC News' Ghazi Balkiz, Brandon Baur and Matt Rivers

Mar 11, 2026, 9:58 PM CET

Conflict sees significant escalation between Hezbollah,
Israel

The State Department said it would begin scaling down charter flight and ground
transport options to help regular American citizens leave the Middle East due to
dwindling demand.

Consular officers have reached nearly 9,000 Americans in the UAE about charter
flights, but flights departing the country on Wednesday still left with some empty seats,
Assistant Secretary for Global Public Affairs Dylan Johnson said in a statement.

More than three dozen of these flights had been carried out, safely transporting
thousands from the region, Johnson said.

-ABC News' Shannon K. Kingston

Mar 11, 2026, 9:50 PM CET

State Dept scaling down charter flight, ground transport
options from the Middle East

A fire that broke out at Abu Dhabi International Airport after debris fell due to an air
defense interception is now under control, according to UAE officials.

The UAE said earlier that it was intercepting missile attacks and incoming drones
originating from Iran on Wednesday.

Mar 11, 2026, 9:04 PM CET

Fire at Abu Dhabi International Airport under control, UAE
says

Iran and its proxy groups "may be planning to target U.S.-owned oil and energy
infrastructure in Iraq," the U.S. State Department warned Wednesday.

Other critical energy sites in the country have already been hit during the course of the
conflict. Iraq's crude oil production has already dramatically dropped in recent days,
according the Iraqi Oil Ministry.

"Iran-aligned terrorist militias have also targeted hotels frequented by Americans
throughout Iraq, including the Iraqi Kurdistan Region," the State Department said.

-ABC News' Shannon K. Kingston

Mar 11, 2026, 8:47 PM CET

State Department warns Iran could target US oil, energy
infrastructure in Iraq

Hezbollah launched missiles toward several parts of Israel on Wednesday, according to
the Israel Defense Forces.

"The IDF will not tolerate any harm to Israeli civilians and will forcibly respond against
any threat posed to the State of Israel," the IDF said in a statement.

Mar 11, 2026, 8:04 PM CET

Hezbollah launches missiles toward Israel

At least 634 people have been killed and 1,586 wounded in Lebanon as Israeli strikes
continue, according to the Lebanese Ministry of Health.

At least 700,000 people are now internally displaced within Lebanon as Israel says it is
targeting Hezbollah infrastructure and leadership, according to the United Nations.

Mar 11, 2026, 7:57 PM CET

At least 634 killed in Lebanon amid Israeli strikes, Lebanese
Ministry of Health says

Top Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Ali Fadavi said Wednesday that
Iran will not use any missile warhead lighter than 1 ton.

Fadavi claimed that President Donald Trump himself has been pursuing a ceasefire for
two nights, he said in an interview on Iranian state TV.

Iran's IRGC aerospace commander Gen. Majid Moosavi had also put forward the claim
on one-ton warhead missiles on Monday.

"From now on, no missile with a warhead lighter than one ton will be fired," Mousavi
wrote in a post on his X account. "The wavelength of the firings and the wave levels will
become longer, and the amplitude of them will become wider," he added.

Mar 11, 2026, 7:28 PM CET

Iran says it won't use missile warhead lighter than 1 ton

If Iran's ports are threatened then it will consider "all ports and docks in the region will
be our legitimate targets," a spokesperson for Iran's armed forces said Wednesday.

In an interview with the Iranian state TV, Gen. Abolfazl Shekarchi denied claims that
the country's navy forces are hiding in economic ports. He threatened of heavier
operations if Iran's ports are targeted.

Iran's attacks will continue in the coming days until the U.S. bases in the region are left
"defenseless," Gen. Mohammad Akraminia, a spokesman for the Islamic Republic
army, said Wednesday.

"The enemy has become incapable of intercepting our missiles and drones, and this
process will continue in the coming days until the entire occupied territories and
American bases in the region are left defenseless," he said, according to Islamic
Republic News Agency.

-ABC News' Maryam Moqaddam and Somayeh Malekian

Mar 11, 2026, 6:41 PM CET

Iran says if its ports are threatened, all ports in region will be
'legitimate targets'

In light of reports that say the U.S. Department of Defense’s preliminary findings have
determined the U.S. is responsible for the strike on the Iranian girls’ school that local
officials say killed 168 people, President Donald Trump denied knowledge of such
findings.

"I don't know about it," the president said to reporters Wednesday, when asked about
the reports, as he departed the White House. Right before the president answered,
press secretary Karoline Leavitt -- who was standing next to him -- shook her head and
appeared to whisper, "no."

Trump also did not acknowledge a question as to whether he’d take responsibility as
commander-in-chief.

Earlier Wednesday, the White House did not comment on the report’s alleged findings,
insisting that the investigation remains ongoing and that there are "no conclusions" at
this time.

-ABC News' Emily Chang, Fritz Farrow, Michelle Stoddart, Justin Fishel and Selina
Wang
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Trump says he doesn't 'know about' reports that
Department of Defense finds US at fault in strike on school
in Iran

A pro-Iran hacking group has claimed responsibility for a cyber attack on Stryker, a
U.S. medical technology company, according to SITE Intel.

The hackers, a group called Handala, allegedly deleted company data from over
200,000 systems, servers, mobile devices, and extracted 50 terabytes of "critical data,"
SITE Intel said.

Handala said the hack was motivated by the U.S. airstrike that struck an Iranian girls'
school in Minab as motivation for the cyberattack, SITE Intel said.

Handala has claimed similar breaches amid the Iran war, including against a Saudi oil
and gas company, an Israeli insurance company and the Israel Defense Forces.

-ABC News' Josh Margolin

Mar 11, 2026, 6:13 PM CET

Medical technology company’s data hacked by pro-Iran
group

As the investigation continues on the possible U.S. strike on an Iranian girl's school, the
White House continues to insist that the U.S. "does not target civilians," and said the
investigation has "no conclusions at this time."

This comes amid reports that say preliminary findings have found the U.S. responsible
for the strike.

“This investigation is ongoing. There are no conclusions at this time, and it is both
irresponsible and false for anyone to claim otherwise. As we have said, unlike the
terrorist Iranian regime, the United States does not target civilians," White House
spokeswoman Anna Kelly said in a statement.

Mar 11, 2026, 5:35 PM CET

White House says 'no conclusions at this time' in
investigation into strike on Iranian girls' school

Iran's national football team will not take part in the upcoming World Cup, due to the
current situation following recent U.S.-Israeli attacks, Iran’s Sports and Youth Minister
Ahmad Donyamali said Wednesday.

Donyamali added that recent developments show “the conditions are not suitable” for
Iran’s national team to participate in the tournament, the official state Islamic
Republic News Agency reported on Wednesday.

"Our team members have no security at all to attend the World Cup," he said, as the
semi-official ISNA News Agency reported Wednesday.

-ABC News' Maryam Moqaddam and Somayeh Malekian

Mar 11, 2026, 4:41 PM CET

Iran says its national football team will not attend World Cup

Oil-rich countries agreed to make 400 million barrels of oil from their emergency
reserves available to the market in the largest-ever release of oil reserves in
International Energy Agency history.

The 32 IEA member countries unanimously agreed to the decision, aiming to address
disruptions in oil markets stemming from the war in the Middle East.

“The oil market challenges we are facing are unprecedented in scale, therefore I am
very glad that IEA Member countries have responded with an emergency collective
action of unprecedented size,” said IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol on Wednesday.

Mar 11, 2026, 3:27 PM CET

Largest-ever release of oil reserves in IEA history

President Donald Trump told Axios in a phone interview Wednesday that there is
“practically nothing left to target” in Iran and that he’ll end the war “any time I want,”
according to a report.

The president said Iran “will not get off that easy” after targeting several countries in
the Middle East.

"They were after the rest of the Middle East. They are paying for 47 years of death and
destruction they caused. This is payback. They will not get off that easy," the president
reportedly said.

Trump also repeated that the war is going well.

“The war is going great. We are way ahead of the timetable. We have done more
damage than we thought possible, even in the original six-week period," he told Axios.

-ABC News' Fritz Farrow

Mar 11, 2026, 3:22 PM CET

Trump says there’s ‘practically nothing left to target’ in Iran

The joint operation against Iran being carried out by the Israel and United States will
continue for "as long as necessary," Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said
Wednesday.

"This operation will continue Without any time limit, as long as necessary, until we
achieve all the objectives and win the campaign," Katz said at a meeting with military
leaders in Tel Aviv.

"We will continue to act and crush the regime and also the strategic objectives of this
regime in Tehran and throughout Iran day after day, target after target," Katz said. "We
will continue to do this also to enable the Iranian people to rise up and act and
overthrow this regime. Ultimately, it depends on them."

Katz described what's left of the Iranian leadership as "cowards" that "flee like mice
into the tunnels."

-ABC News' Jordana Miller

Mar 11, 2026, 2:06 PM CET

US-Israeli operation to continue 'as long as necessary,'
Israeli minister says
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Smoke rises from a building following a reported strike, amid the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, in Tehran, Iran in this screen
grab obtained from social media video released March 11, 2026.

The Islamic Republic Guard Corps navy conducted strikes on two vessels in Strait of
Hormuz since morning Wednesday, the IRGC public relations said in a statement.

The statement says that the ships "Express Room," and "Mayuree Naree" were targeted
by fire from Iranian combatants "after ignoring alerts and warnings from the IRGC
Navy."

IRGC naval commander Adm. Alireza Tangsiri also said in a post in Persian on social
media that "every vessel intending to pass must obtain permission from Iran."

-ABC News' Somayeh Malekian and Maryam Moqaddam

Mar 11, 2026, 2:00 PM CET

Iran claims 2 strikes on ships in Strait of Hormuz

Royal Thai Navy/AFP via Getty Images

Smoke rises from the Thai bulk carrier 'Mayuree Naree' near the Strait of Hormuz after an attack, March 11, 2026.

A Thai carrier was one of at least three ships struck by "unknown" projectiles in
separate incidents as they traveled through the Strait of Hormuz on Wednesday,
according to Thailand, Oman and the U.K. Maritime Trade Operations, a monitoring
agency.

One ship was struck about 25 nautical miles northwest of Ra's al Khaymah in the
United Arab Emirates, another was about 50 nautical miles northwest of Dubai, also in
the UAE, and a third was about 11 nautical miles north of Oman, the UKMTO said on
social media.

Oman’s Maritime Security Center said that the ship struck nearest Oman was the
"Mayuree Naree," a bulk carrier sailing under the Thai flag. Photos released by the
Royal Thai Navy showed the carrier engulfed in heavy smoke.

"The attack ignited a fire within the main engine room," the Oman News Agency, an
official state media, said in an update. "In response, a vessel from the Royal Navy of
Oman successfully evacuated 20 crew members, all of Thai nationality, who sustained
injuries of varying severity."

The carrier's route was altered significantly at about 7:30 a.m. local time, when the ship
slowed and veered off course about 11 nautical miles from Kumzar Port in Oman,
according to Marine Traffic, a site that tracks vessels.

An "explosion occurred at the stern of the ship, resulting in a fire in the engine room,"
the Thai Marine Department said in an update. "The captain decided to abandon ship
and evacuate the crew to lifeboats."

Twenty-three crew members had been onboard the ship when it departed the UAE, the
department said, adding that a search-and-rescue operation was underway for three
missing crew members, who were believed to have been in the engine room at the time
of the strike.

-ABC News' Helena Skinner and Kevin Shalvey
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3 crew members missing after Thai carrier struck in Strait of
Hormuz

Royal Thai Navy/via Reuters

The Thailand-flagged cargo ship Mayuree Naree engulfed in black smoke in the Strait of Hormuz, March 11, 2026.

ROYAL THAI NAVY/AFP via Getty Images

This handout photo taken on March 11, 2026, and released by the Royal Thai Navy shows smoke rising from the Thai bulk
carrier "Mayuree Naree" near the Strait of Hormuz after an attack. A Thai bulk carrier travelling in the crucial Strait of Hormuz
was attacked March 11, with 20 crew members rescued so far, the Thai navy said.

Thousands of people gathered on Wednesday in Tehran’s Enqelab Square, where
funerals were being held for several Iranian commanders and others killed amid the
U.S.-Israeli strikes.

Video broadcast by Iranian state TV appeared to show floats carrying the photos and
coffins of the deceased, including young children, to the square.

Photos taken by wire services showed huge crowds of people, including many who
were holding Iranian flags, swarming the square.

Among those who will be buried are Mohammad Pakpour, who headed the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps; Lt. Gen. Abdolrahim Mousavi, who was chief of staff of
Iran’s armed forces; Adm. Ali Shamkhani, who led the Supreme National Security
Council; the former defense minister, Maj. Gen. Aziz Nasirzadeh; and Mohammad
Shirazi, who headed the military bureau.

-ABC News’ Joe Simonetti and Helena Skinner
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Thousands gather in Tehran square for funerals

Atta Kenare/AFP via Getty Images

Iranians attend the funeral of Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps commanders, army commanders and others killed in the
early days of the United States and Israeli strikes on Iran, at Enghelab Square in Tehran on March 11, 2026.

Atta Kenare/AFP via Getty Images

Iranians attend the funeral of Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) commanders, army commanders and others killed in
the early days of the United States and Israeli strikes on Iran, at Enghelab Square in Tehran on March 11, 2026.

Air defenses in Saudi Arabia intercepted seven ballistic missiles and 24 drones
overnight and into Wednesday morning, the country's Ministry of Defense said in a
series of posts on social media.

Drone and missile interceptions happened across several regions, the ministry said.

Six ballistic missiles launched toward the Prince Sultan Air Base were intercepted, the
ministry said. Seven drones heading towards an oil field in the southeast of the country
near the border with the United Arab Emirates were intercepted.

"Two drones heading towards the Shaybah oil field were intercepted and destroyed,"
the ministry said.

Another five drones were intercepted and destroyed, the ministry said in separate
posts.

-ABC News' Ayat Al-Tawy

Mar 11, 2026, 11:57 AM CET

Saudi Arabia intercepts 24 drones, 7 missiles overnight,
ministry says

The Israel Defense forces on Wednesday said it had begun a "wide-scale wave" of
attacks against Iranian targets, as well as Hezbollah-related targets in Beirut, Lebanon.

"The IDF has begun a wide-scale wave of strikes targeting Iranian terror regime
infrastructure across Iran," the Israeli military said. "Simultaneously, the IDF has
begun striking Hezbollah infrastructure in Beirut."

-ABC News' Joe Simonetti and Jordana Miller

Mar 11, 2026, 11:41 AM CET

Israel begins 'wide-scale wave' of strikes against Iran and in
Beirut

Ibrahim Amro/AFP via Getty Images

Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted an area in Beirut's southern suburbs on March 11, 2026.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said it launched overnight its "most intense
and heaviest operation," according to Iranian state media.

The wave of attacks, which Iran said was aimed at U.S. and Israeli targets, included
some three hours of missile launches, including the firing of a "Khorramshahr," a type
of medium-range ballistic missile, state media reported.

"We continue to carry out our continuous attacks with purpose and power, and in the
continuation of the war, we only think about the complete surrender of the enemy," the
IRGC told Iranian state media. "We will end the war when the shadow of war is lifted
from the country."

The Israel Defense Forces said on social media overnight that it had detected missiles
launches from Iran toward Israel, saying that its defense systems were working to
destroy the missiles.

The ministries of defense in both the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain warned
residents early on Wednesday of potential threats. Sirens were sounding in Bahrain,
the country's ministry said on social media.

"MOD asserts that the sounds heard are the result of the Air Defence Systems
intercepting missiles and drones," the UAE ministry said on social media.
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Iran launches 'heaviest' operation overnight, IRGC tells state
media

Jack Guez/AFP via Getty Images

Rocket trails are seen in the sky above the Israeli center coastal city of Netanya amid a fresh barrage of Iranian missile
attacks on March 11, 2026.

Dylan Martinez/Reuters

An interception attempt is made by Israel as missiles are launched from Iran amid the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, as seen
from Tel Aviv, Israel, March 11, 2026.

The near-total internet blackout in Iran has entered its 12th day, surpassing 264 hours
with connectivity below 1% of usual levels, NetBlocks, a web monitoring organization,
said on Wednesday morning.

"Meanwhile, the regime's spokesperson has confirmed observations pointing to a
whitelisting system, stating that only the approved are given a voice," NetBlocks said
on social media.

Mar 11, 2026, 10:33 AM CET

Internet blackout in Iran enters 12th day

Four people were injured after two drones fell near Dubai International Airport on
Wednesday, the Dubai Media Office said in a post on X, adding that flights were
operating normally.

"Authorities confirm that two drones fell in the vicinity of Dubai International Airport
(DXB) a short while ago, resulting in minor injuries to two Ghanaian nationals and one
Bangladeshi national, and moderate injuries to one Indian national," officials said. "Air
traffic is operating as normal."

-ABC News' Marcus Moore

Mar 11, 2026, 9:41 AM CET

4 people injured after 2 drones fall near Dubai International
Airport

Stringer/Reuters

Exterior of Dubai International Airport (DXB) after two drones came down in the vicinity of the airport, amid the U.S.-Israeli
conflict with Iran, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, March 11, 2026.

A cargo and container ship came under attack this morning in the Strait of Hormuz,
according to the U.K. Maritime Trade Operations agency.

A fire was reported on one of the ships, after it was hit by an unknown projectile,
UKMTO said in a warning posted on X this morning.

“The vessel has requested assistance and the crew are evacuating the vessel," officials
said.

The latest incident happened about 11 nautical miles north of Oman.

Earlier in the morning, a “suspected projectile” hit a container ship also in the Strait of
Hormuz. U.K. Maritime Trade Operations says in a post on X, that that they received a
report of an incident around 1:58 UTC.

The ship was about 25 nautical miles northwest of Ra’s al Khaymah, UAE when it was
hit.

Crew members from both ships are said to be safe and accounted for.

-ABC News' Dragana Jovanovic, Colm O'Molloy and Marcus Moore
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Cargo and container ship hit by projectile in Strait of
Hormuz, British military says

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu issued a message to the Iranian people on
X on Tuesday, as the Israeli military begins a new round of strikes in Tehran.

"The Ayatollah is no more, and I know you don't want him replaced with another
tyrant. So you must act. We are creating the conditions for you to do so," he said.

Netanyahu said Israel is their "best ally," and that in the coming days, "we will create
the conditions for you to grasp your destiny."

"You asked for help and help has arrived," he said. "We will continue to hit with
growing force the tyrants who terrorized you for decades."

"When the time is right, and that time is fast approaching, we will pass the torch to
you," he continued. "Be ready to seize the moment!"

Mar 10, 2026, 10:33 PM CET

Netanyahu to Iranian people: 'You must act'

President Donald Trump said the U.S. is targeting "inactive" mine laying boats in the
Hormuz Strait, saying it has already "completely destroyed" 10, in a post on social
media.

"If Iran has put out any mines in the Hormuz Strait, and we have no reports of them
doing so, we want them removed, IMMEDIATELY! If for any reason mines were placed,
and they are not removed forthwith, the Military consequences to Iran will be at a level
never seen before," Trump wrote in an earlier post.

Trump said the U.S. is using the same "technology and missile capabilities deployed
against drug traffickers."

Mar 10, 2026, 9:47 PM CET

Trump says US targeting 'inactive' mine laying boats in
Hormuz Strait, 10 already 'completely destroyed'

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said a team is on its way to the Gulf to "help
protect lives and stabilize the situation," he said in a recorded message on X.

"No one in the world can yet say how long all of this will last, but it is important that the
protection of life starts working effectively as soon as possible. Stability is important for
us as well."

Zelenskyy said Ukraine is the most experienced when it comes to defending itself
against drone attacks and without its help, it would be very difficult for its allies to
"build strong protection."

"Those now seeking Ukraine’s help must continue to assist our own defense – first and
foremost, our air defense. Last year we already proposed a drone agreement to the
United States. This is the right way forward: to partner with us in the production and
use of drones, and everyone now sees that there is no alternative to this approach,"
Zelenskyy said.

Mar 10, 2026, 9:02 PM CET

Ukrainian team on its way to Gulf to aid in defense

Tehran is not seeking a ceasefire and "the aggressor must be punished," Speaker of
Iran's parliament Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said Tuesday.

Ghalibaf said that the Islamic Republic will break Israel's "vicious cycle of war,
negotiations, ceasefire, then war again," in a post on X.

Mar 10, 2026, 8:30 PM CET

Tehran will break Israel's 'vicious cycle of war,' speaker of
Iran's parliament says

Israel claims it "dismantled" several targets in western province of Ilam Province,
saying they were linked to Iranian security forces and involved in the brutal crackdown
of protesters earlier this year, as the IDF said in a statement Tuesday.

Infrastructure for Iran's Internal Security Forces, Basij forces and Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps was destroyed in Ilam province, the IDF said, adding that
they were locations where forces "carried out many terror attacks and brutally
repressed internal protests during demonstrations that took place across Iran in the
December–January period."

However, Iranian news outlets have reported attacks on “residential buildings” and
also some attacks on IRGC-related facilities in Ilam Province over the past few days.

Mar 10, 2026, 8:30 PM CET

IDF says it 'dismantled' infrastructure tied to Iranian security
forces in Ilam

President Donald Trump based his assessment of an imminent Iranian attack on the
U.S. on intelligence he had received, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt told
reporters Tuesday.

"Iran chose this path" and Trump "was not going to sit back" and allow this to happen,
Leavitt said.

Mar 10, 2026, 7:57 PM CET

Trump based his assessment of an imminent Iranian attack
on intelligence, Leavitt says

The U.S. military is achieving its objectives faster than anticipated, White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt told reporters Tuesday.

"More than 5,000 enemy targets have been struck so far. Iran's ballistic missile attacks
are down more than 90%, and their drone attacks are down by approximately 85%
since the start of Operation Epic Fury," Leavitt said.

When asked for a timeline for the end of the military operation, Leavitt said this would
be left up to President Donald Trump and would only happen when there is an
"unconditional surrender" of the Iranian regime.

Leavitt said the "surrender" announcement won't necessarily come from the regime,
but when the U.S. government determines Iran no longer poses a "credible threat" to
the U.S.

Mar 10, 2026, 7:51 PM CET

Iran war 'resounding success,' Leavitt says

Since the start of the war with Iran, 140 U.S. service members have been wounded, but
a majority of the injuries have been minor, according to the Pentagon.

"Since the start of Operation Epic Fury, approximately 140 U.S. service members have
been wounded over 10 days of sustained attacks," Chief Pentagon Spokesman Sean
Parnell said in a statement on Tuesday. "The vast majority of these injuries have been
minor, and 108 service members have already returned to duty. Eight service members
remain listed as severely injured and are receiving the highest level of medical care."

--ABC News' Steve Beynon

Mar 10, 2026, 7:33 PM CET

140 troops wounded so far in Iran war

Russian officials denied in a phone call with President Donald Trump on Monday that
they are sharing intelligence on U.S. military assets with Iran, U.S. special envoy Steve
Witkoff said.

"We can take them at their word," Witkoff said Tuesday in an interview with CNBC.
"That's a better question for the intel people, but let's hope that they're not sharing."

Trump spoke with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday for about an hour.
Witkoff also indicated during the interview that Trump is still open to dialogue with
Iran.

"I think the president is always willing to talk, but the question is whether it would be
productive or not," Witkoff said. "Do they actually want to make have a diplomatic
solution here? And so far the evidence suggests no."

Mar 10, 2026, 6:17 PM CET

Russia told Trump it isn't sharing US military asset
intelligence with Iran, Witkoff says

A number of historical sites and monuments across Iran are damaged as the war
continues, the Iran's Cultural Heritage Ministry said Tuesday.

ABC News has verified photos showing damage to historical sites in Isfahan and
Tehran.

Several buildings are damaged in Isfahan, a city in central Iran known as the “cultural
capital” of the country, home to many historical sites and monuments. Among them
are Chehel Sotoun and Ali Qapu, which are UNESCO-listed palaces with significant
cultural and historical importance as well as being popular tourist destinations,
according to photos verified by ABC News.

Tehran’s Golestan Palace, also a UNESCO-listed landmark, has been damaged. Pictures
show considerable damage to the palace’s famous Mirror Hall and the Berelian Hall,
according to photos verified by ABC News.

Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei urged an international
response to the attacks, writing that “the aggressors’ brutal crimes threaten the shared
heritage of humankind,” in a post on X on Wednesday.

Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage listed other sites including Isfahan’s Imam Mosque
and the historic valleys of Khorramabad as locations exposed to potential damage.

-ABC News' Somayeh Malekian, Maryam Moqaddam, Camilla Alcini, Helena Skinner
and Zoe Magee

Show Less

Mar 10, 2026, 5:05 PM CET

Historic Iranian landmarks damaged amid ongoing war

@Iran_Gov/X

Damage is seen at the Chehel Sotoun Palace a UNESCO-listed heritage site with significant cultural and historical
importance in Isfahan Province, Iran.

@Iran_Gov/X

Damage is seen at the Chehel Sotoun Palace a UNESCO-listed heritage site with significant cultural and historical
importance in Isfahan Province, Iran.

@Iran_Gov/X

Damage is seen at the Golestan Palace, a UNESCO-listed landmark in Tehran.

@Iran_Gov/X

Damage is seen at the Golestan Palace, a UNESCO-listed landmark in Tehran.

The State Department says it is now aware of more than 40,000 American citizens who
have returned to the U.S. since Feb. 28 and that its 24/7 task force has helped more than
27,000 Americans abroad.

The department’s figure on charter flights stands at “over two dozen,” which have
“safely evacuated thousands.” It says these operations are continuing for the time
being even though demand is lessening and flights are operating at a 40% capacity.

Mar 10, 2026, 4:49 PM CET

Over 40,000 Americans have returned from Middle East,
State Department says

British Airways announced on Tuesday that it is canceling all of its flights to and from
Amman, Jordan; Doha, Qatar; Dubai, UAE; Tel Aviv and Bahrain until later this month.

The airline cited "continuing uncertainty of the situation in the Middle East and
airspace instability."

The airline also canceled all of its flights to Abu Dhabi until later this year.

Mar 10, 2026, 4:35 PM CET

British Airways cancels many Middle East flights this month

A new Ipsos poll found that 43% of Americans disapprove of the U.S. strikes on Iran,
while 29% approve of them. Another 26% are unsure.

The polling, which ran from March 6 to 9, found that 64% say that President Donald
Trump has not explained the objectives of the war clearly.

As a result of the U.S. military action in Iran, 67% think gas prices will get worse over
the next year, including 85% of Democrats, 73% of independents and 44% of
Republicans, the polling found. Nearly half of the respondents think the conflict will
have a mostly negative impact on their own personal financial situation.

Americans are also more likely to think U.S. military involvement in Iran will go on for
an “extended period of time,” 60%, rather than “end pretty quickly in a matter of
weeks,” 36%.

Mar 10, 2026, 3:30 PM CET

43% of Americans disapprove of the U.S. strikes on Iran,
29% approve, new polling says

Nine Iranian drones were able to make it through air defenses in the United Arab
Emirates on Tuesday, the UAE Ministry of Defense said in a post on X.

Twenty-six drones and eight ballistic missiles were intercepted on Tuesday, according
to the ministry.

Mar 10, 2026, 2:16 PM CET

9 drone strikes reported in UAE

Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on Tuesday that while Iran
was "adapting" during the conflict, Tehran's military was not “more formidable” than
the U.S. had expected.

"I mean, I think they're fighting and I respect that, but I don't think they're more
formidable than what we thought," he said.

Mar 10, 2026, 1:31 PM CET

Iran not 'more formidable' than US expected, Caine says

Mark Schiefelbein/AP

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listens to Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Dan Caine, during a press briefing at the
Pentagon, Monday, March 2, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

The U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran are not part of an "endless nation-building" effort,
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said on Tuesday.

"This is not 2003. This is not endless nation building under those types of quagmires
we saw under Bush or Obama," Hegseth said during a Pentagon press briefing. "It's not
even close. Our generation of soldier will not let that happen again."

Hegseth added that President Donald Trump would not allow such open-ended
conflict, saying he "very clearly ran against those kinds of never-ending nebulously
scoped missions. Those days are dead."

Mar 10, 2026, 1:19 PM CET

Iran campaign not 'endless nation building,' Hegseth says

Majid Asgaripour/West Asia News Agency via Reuters

A man walks next to a poster of Iran's late supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, amid the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, in
Tehran, Iran, March 10, 2026.

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth said on Tuesday that U.S. strikes on Tehran would
continue to amplify, meaning Tuesday’s aerial strikes would mark "the most intense" of
the 10-day conflict.

"Iran stands alone and they are badly losing on day 10 of Operation Epic Fury," Hegseth
said. "We are winning with an overwhelming and unrelenting focus on our objectives,
which are the same as the day I gave my first briefing here on Operation Epic Fury."

Mar 10, 2026, 1:10 PM CET

Tuesday to mark 'most intense' US strikes in Iran, Hegseth
says

Iranian Red Crescent Society via Reuters

Rescuers work in the rubble of residential buildings after air strikes, in the Resalat neighborhood, in Tehran, Iran, in this
screengrab obtained from a handout video released March 9, 2026.

Ali Larijani, the head of Iran's Supreme National Security Council, said on Tuesday in a
post on social media that Iranians don’t fear "hollow threats," a response to an earlier
social media post from U.S. President Donald Trump.

"The Ashura-loving Iranian people do not fear your hollow threats; for those greater
than you have failed to erase it… So beware lest you be the ones to vanish," Larijani
said.

Trump had earlier said the U.S. would amplify its strikes on Iran if the country moved
to further restrict traffic in the Strait of Hormuz.

-ABC News’ Morgan Winsor

Mar 10, 2026, 12:50 PM CET

Iran's top security official responds to Trump: 'Beware lest
you be the ones to vanish'

AFP via Getty Images

A man rides a motorcycle past a banner displayed at Valiasr Square in central Tehran on March 10, 2026, depicting Iran's
late supreme leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini (L) watching as his successor the late Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (C) hands
over a national flag to his son and new supreme leader Mojtaba Khamenei.

Iran's near-total internet shutdown passed 240 hours on Tuesday, NetBlocks said in a
social media post Tuesday morning

The shutdown "is now among the most severe government-imposed nationwide
internet shutdowns on record globally, and the second longest registered in Iran after
the January protests, with the country having spent a third of 2026 offline," the online
monitoring and advocacy group said.

-ABC News’ Morgan Winsor

Mar 10, 2026, 12:16 PM CET

Iran's internet shutdown among 'most severe' ever recorded,
NetBlocks says

The Israel Defense Forces said in a statement Tuesday that it had carried out another
wave of strikes against the Iranian regime in Tehran overnight, with targets including a
weapons research and development complex used by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

-ABC News' Morgan Winsor

Mar 10, 2026, 12:09 PM CET

IDF says it carried out wave of strikes on Tehran overnight

Atta Kenare/AFP via Getty Images

Smoke plumes billow from the site of airstrikes near Azadi Tower in western Tehran on March 10, 2026.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, are scheduled to hold a press conference at 8 a.m. ET on Tuesday, according to
the Department of Defense.

Mar 10, 2026, 11:41 AM CET

Hegseth, Caine to address reporters on Iran

Nearly 40 people were killed in a strike on two buildings in eastern Tehran, according
to local authorities, as the semi-official Tasnim News Agency reported Monday
evening.

Two buildings, each containing 20 residential flats, were destroyed by missiles, the
semi-official Mehr News Agency reported, quoting the head of the Tehran Fire
Department.

“Tens of martyrs have been taken out. Many bodies are still under the rubble, and one
body recovered from the building cannot be identified as a woman or a man because it
is totally disintegrated,” the head of the Tehran Fire Department said, according to
Mehr.

-ABC News' Somayeh Malekian

Mar 10, 2026, 11:25 AM CET

Nearly 40 killed in strike on buildings in eastern Tehran,
local authorities say

The Israel Defense Forces on Tuesday morning issued another "urgent warning" to
residents south of the Litani River in Lebanon -- virtually all of the country's south --
again ordering them to evacuate "immediately" and head north of the river.

It's the fourth such notice the IDF has issued amid the ongoing war with Iran. The third
forced evacuation for southern Lebanon came Sunday.

-ABC News' Ghazi Balkiz

Mar 10, 2026, 10:43 AM CET

IDF issues 4th forced evacuation for all of south Lebanon

A second person has now died from their wounds succumbed in Monday's Iranian
cluster bomb strike in central Israel, a spokesperson for Sheba Medical Center -- Israel's
largest hospital -- told ABC News on Tuesday morning.

That brings the Israeli death toll from Iranian attacks since the ongoing war began on
Feb. 28 to at least 12, according to local hospitals and the national emergency service.
This number does not include a person who died from cardiac arrest during one attack.

-ABC News' Jordana Miller

Mar 10, 2026, 10:16 AM CET

Israeli death toll rises to 12 amid war with Iran

The Israel Defense Forces targeted sites in Southern Lebanon where it said the Qard al-
Hassan Association had assets and storage facilities.

That group is said to finance weapons purchases and handle other financial
transactions for Hezbollah. The airstrikes were "part of ongoing efforts to further
degrade Hezbollah’s military capabilities," the IDF said on social media.

The Israeli military also on Tuesday issued a warning for all people in Lebanon south of
the Litani River, saying there are ongoing strikes against Hezbollah and its
infrastructure in the area.

"The airstrikes are ongoing as the Defense Army is operating with great force in the
area," Avichay Adraee, a spokesperson for the Israel Defense Forces, said in Arabic on
social media.

He added, "Therefore, and out of concern for your safety, we reiterate our urgent
appeal for you to evacuate your homes immediately and head immediately north of the
Litani River."

Those who remain are endangering "your lives and the lives of your families," Adraee
said.
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IDF says aerial strikes in Lebanon target organization said to
finance weapons for Hezbollah

Hussein Malla/AP

A man passes in front of a destroyed building that housed a branch of Al-Qard Al-Hassan, a non-bank financial institution
run by Hezbollah, which was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Tuesday, March 10,
2026.

The Bahrain Interior Ministry released a statement overnight Tuesday saying a 29-
year-old Bahraini woman died and eight people were injured in an Iranian strike
against a residential building in Manama.

Mar 10, 2026, 2:03 AM CET

At least 1 person killed and 8 more injured in Bahrain

Vice President JD Vance will participate in the dignified transfer of Sgt. Benjamin
Pennington, the seventh U.S. service member killed in Iran, Monday evening at Dover
Air Force Base in Delaware, according to the pool traveling with him.

Pennington, 26, died Sunday from injuries he sustained during a March 1 retaliation
strike on U.S. troops at Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia from Iran.

-ABC News' Fritz Farrow and Michelle Stoddart

Mar 10, 2026, 12:15 AM CET

Vance to participate in dignified transfer of 7th fallen
service member

The Associated Press

This image provided by the U.S. Army shows U.S. Army Sgt. Benjamin N. Pennington, 26, of Glendale, Ky. (U.S. Amy via AP)

President Donald Trump said Monday he'd like to help the Iranian people "if they can
behave, but they've been very menacing."

"I'd love to help them, but they have to be in a system that allows them to be helped,
and right now they're in a system that only allows failure. And I don't want that," he
said when asked during a press briefing Monday about his intentions for helping
Iranians once his military objectives are over.

"I want a system that's not going to be attacking us," he continued. "We want a system
that can lead to many years of peace, and if we can't have that, we might as well get it
over with right now."

Mar 10, 2026, 12:06 AM CET

Trump says he'd like to help Iranians 'if they can behave'

Saul Loeb/AFP via Getty Images

President Donald Trump leaves after a press conference at Trump National Doral in Miami, March 9, 2026.

President Donald Trump said he doesn't "know enough" about a deadly strike on an
Iranian girls school when pressed on the incident during Monday's briefing.

The U.S. military was striking targets in Iran in an area where an elementary school
was hit and dozens of children were killed on Feb. 28, sources told ABC News.

A newly surfaced video appears to show a U.S.-made missile hitting a building in Iran
adjacent to the girls’ school where local officials say 168 people were killed, experts told
ABC News.

Asked Monday if the U.S. will accept any responsibility for the strike, Trump said the
missile is "very generic."

"I will say that the Tomahawk, which is one of the most powerful weapons around, is
used by, you know, is sold and used by other countries," he said, adding that Iran "also
has some Tomahawks."

Trump said the incident is being investigated.

"I just don't know enough about it," he said.

"Whatever the report shows, I'm willing to live with that report," he added.
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Trump says he doesn't 'know enough' about strike on Iranian
girls school

A newly surfaced video appears to show a U.S.-made missile hitting a building in Iran adjacent to a girls’ school where local
officials say 168 people were killed, experts told ABC News.

Roberto Schmidt/Getty Images

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters during a news conference at Trump National Doral Miami, March 9, 2026, in
Doral, Fla.

President Donald Trump said he believes the war with Iran is "going to be ended soon."

"And if it starts up again, they'll be, they'll be hit even harder," he said of Iran during a
press briefing on Monday.

Asked by a reporter what he means by "soon" and if he's thinking it will be over this
week, he said, "No, but soon."

Trump was asked again by a reporter on the timeline of the Iran operation and how
long should Americans expect, after Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said on "60
Minutes" on Sunday that "this is only just the beginning" of the U.S. campaign.

Trump said it's the "beginning of building a new country" and that Iran has no navy or
air force. 

"We could call it a tremendous success right now, as we leave here, I could call it, or we
could go further, and we're going to go further," he said.

Mar 09, 2026, 11:13 PM CET

Trump says war will be 'ended soon'
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President Donald Trump speaks at a news conference, March 9, 2026, at Trump National Doral Miami in Doral, Fla.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio held a call with Iraq's prime minister on Monday,
according to the State Department.

During their conversation, Rubio "strongly condemned terrorist attacks by Iran" and its
militia proxies in Iraq, including the Iraq Kurdistan region, according to the
department's readout.

Both Rubio and Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani "reiterated the importance"
of the Iraqi government doing all it could to protect U.S. diplomatic personnel and
facilities, according to the readout.

-ABC News' Shannon K. Kingston
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Rubio speaks with Iraqi PM about protecting US personnel

President Donald Trump said that the war in Iran is a "little excursion" -- adding that he
thinks it will be a "short-term excursion" -- in remarks to Congressional Republicans at
their retreat in Doral, Florida, on Monday.

"We took a little excursion because we felt we had to do that to get rid of some evil. And
I think you'll see it's going to be a short-term excursion," Trump said, referring to the
war in Iran.

"Short-term," Trump reiterated as the Republicans in the room applauded. "Short-
term."

Trump said the U.S. would "not relent until the enemy is totally and decisively
defeated," without providing details on how the administration will determine when
that is.

He later said that the U.S. has "already won in many ways," but hasn't "won enough."

"We go forward, more determined than ever to achieve ultimate victory that will end
this long-running danger once and for all," Trump said.

The president also defended the U.S. attack on Iran, saying, "Within a week, they were
going to attack us."

-ABC News' Meghan Mistry, Noah Minnie and Michelle Stoddart
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Trump on war with Iran: 'It's going to be a short-term
excursion'

President Donald Trump said in a phone interview with CBS News on Monday that the
war with Iran is "very far ahead of schedule," before adding that the war "is very
complete, pretty much."

“They have no Navy, no communications, they've got no Air Force. Their missiles are
down to a scatter. Their drones are being blown up all over the place, including their
manufacturing of drones. If you look, they have nothing left. There's nothing left in a
military sense," Trump said, according to CBS News.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in an interview with 60 Minutes on Sunday that
"we haven't even really begun to start that effort of the campaign, which is going to
showcase even more how we will execute on those objectives.”

-ABC News’ Michelle Stoddart

Show Less

Mar 09, 2026, 9:00 PM CET

Trump says Iran war is 'very complete, pretty much'

US Navy

U.S. Sailors prepare ordnance on the flight deck of Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln in support of Operation
Epic Fury, Mar. 4, 2026.

President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed Iran as well
as Ukraine in a phone call on Monday, according to Russian presidential aide Yuri
Ushakov.

-ABC News’ Will Gretsky
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Trump, Putin discuss Iran in phone call: Kremlin

At least 486 people have been killed and another 1,313 have been wounded amid Israeli
strikes in Lebanon, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry.

The Israel Defense Forces has been issuing evacuations as it continues strikes against
Hezbollah in Lebanon.
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At least 486 killed in Lebanon
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Smoke billows from the site of an Israeli air strike in the Bir al-Abed neighbourhood of the southern suburbs of the Lebanese
capital Beirut on March 9, 2026.

The State Department says it’s aware of 36,000 Americans who have returned to the
U.S. from the Middle East via commercial and charter travel options since Feb. 28.

Assistant Secretary Dylan Johnson said that while the department has carried out over
two dozen charter flights and that its evacuation operations continue, “most”
Americans who had asked for help were now declining assistance and the availability
of seats on charters has outpaced demand.

The State Department also said its 24/7 task force had provided some level of assistance
to over 23,000 Americans abroad.

-ABC News’ Shannon Kingston
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36,000 Americans have returned from Middle East, State
Department says

U.S. Department of State/X

Americans board a U.S. Department of State flight on a plane chartered from a company that manages the New England
Patriots team plane that left the Middle East bound for Washington, Mar 5, 2026.

President Donald Trump told the New York Post on Monday that he was “nowhere
near” a decision on potential ground operations in Iran.

“We haven’t made any decision on that. We’re nowhere near it,” Trump said.

Trump also reiterated to the Post that he was “not happy” with the newly selected
Supreme Leader of Iran, Mojtaba Khamenei.

Asked what his plans were for Iran’s new leader, Trump told the Post, “Not going to tell
you. I’m not happy with him,” he said.

Trump also waived off concerns about spiking oil prices.
“I have a plan for everything, okay?” Trump said in the interview.

“I have a plan for everything. You’ll be very happy,” he said.

-ABC News’ Nicholas Kerr
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Trump says he's 'nowhere near' decision on ground
operation in Iran
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Mojtaba Khamenei the son of the Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, participates in an annual rally on
Enghelab Street, celebrating the 41st anniversary of the Islamic Revolution in Tehran, Iran, on February 11, 2020.

French President Emmanuel Macron said he’s working with partners to prepare a
"purely defensive" mission to reopen the Strait of Hormuz by escorting ships, once the
"most intense phase of the conflict" in the Middle East has passed.

France is deploying eight warships, two amphibious helicopter carriers and the Charles
de Gaulle aircraft carrier to the eastern Mediterranean, the Red Sea and off the coast of
Hormuz.

Macron said a coalition of partners -- coordinated by and headquartered in Greece --
had already been formed.

“We are in the process of setting up ...a purely defensive, purely escort mission, which
must be prepared together with both European and non-European states, and whose
purpose is to enable, as soon as possible after the most intense phase of the conflict has
ended, the escort of container ships and tankers to gradually reopen the Strait of
Hormuz, which is essential to international trade, but also to the circulation of gas and
oil which must be able to be transported out of this region again,” Macron said.

Ali Larijani, head of Iran's supreme national security council, said in a post on X on
Monday that it's "unlikely any security will be achieved in the Strait of Hormuz amid
the fires of war ignited by the United States and Israel."

Larijani also implied that France has been supporting the war and "contributing to
fanning it."

-ABC News’ Tom Soufi Burridge
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France preparing 'defensive' 'escort mission' for Strait of
Hormuz

At an event honoring wrongful detainees and hostages, Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said Monday that Iran’s retaliation laid bare the threat it poses to countries near and
far.

"They are trying to hold the world hostage. They are attacking their neighbors. They
are attacking neighboring countries, their energy infrastructure, their civilian
population, they're attacking embassies,” he said. "This is a terrorist government. This
is a terroristic regime.”

He also offered a moment of silence for the seven killed Americans.

“We all are all in awe of their service, of their bravery, of their courage, and our hearts
and our support extend out to their families in this very difficult moment, and the
families of these incredible heroes,” he said.

-ABC News’ Shannon Kingston

Mar 09, 2026, 3:51 PM CET

Rubio: World will be 'safer and a better place when this
mission is accomplished'
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Members of a US Army team carry a flagged-drapped transfer case containing the remains of US soldier Capt. Cody A.
Khork during a dignified transfer solemn event at Dover Air Force Base, in Dover, Delaware, on March 7, 2026.

President Donald Trump told Fox News’s Brian Kilmeade on Sunday that ships holding
at the Strait of Hormuz need to “show some guts” and push through the channel.

“There's nothing to be afraid of, they have no Navy, we sunk all their ships… and all but
20% of their launchers," Trump said.

The Strait of Hormuz is the critical maritime passageway between Iran, Oman and the
UAE through which about one-fifth of the world’s oil passes.

Trump also told Kilmeade he was “not happy” with the selection of Ali Khamenei’s son
Mojtaba Khamenei as the new supreme leader of Iran.

-ABC News’ Nicholas Kerr
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Trump says ships in Strait of Hormuz need to 'show some
guts'

The seventh service member to die from Iranian attacks has been identified by the
Defense Department as Sgt. Benjamin N. Pennington, 26, of Glendale, Kentucky.

Pennington was wounded on March 1 when his base in Saudi Arabia was attacked. He
died from his injuries on Sunday, the Defense Department said.

Pennington was at a strategic radar site that’s part of the early warning systems for
missile defense, according to a source familiar with the situation.

Vice President JD Vance said Pennington’s body will return to the U.S. Monday night.
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7th killed service member is identified

DoD

The Defense Department has identified Sgt. Benjamin N. Pennington, 26, of Glendale, Ky., who succumbed to his injuries
following a March 1 attack on his base in Saudi Arabia.

The Israeli military said it had begun on Monday a "targeted and limited" raid in
southern Lebanon, where it says it's targeting Hezbollah infrastructure.

"Prior to the entry of ground forces, numerous terror targets were struck from the air
and ground," the Isreal Defense Forces said on social media.

"This operation aims to strengthen forward defensive positions and provide an
additional layer of protection for residents of northern Israel," the military added.
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IDF begins 'limited' raid in southern Lebanon
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An Israeli army soldier stands on a Merkava main battle tank deployed at a position in the upper Galilee in northern Israel
near the Lebanon border on March 9, 2026.

Two men were in serious condition in Israel after an Iranian missile attack targeted the
center of the country, Magen David Adom, the Israeli emergency response
organization, said in Hebrew in on social media.

"In another incident in the center of the country, Magen David Adom medics and
paramedics are providing medical treatment and evacuating a man approximately 30
years old in serious condition with shrapnel injuries to Sheba Medical Center, Tel
Hashomer," the organization said in an update on social media.

The Israel Defense Forces said in an update that its personnel were responding to the
impact sites.
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3 injured as Iranian missiles target central Israel, emergency
responders say
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