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More US Marines and warships being
moved to Middle East, reports say
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James Chater

US Marines taking part in an exercise in Thailand earlier this year

More US Marines and warships are being deployed to the Middle East, two officials
confirmed to CBS News, the BBC's US partner.

The officials said the reinforcements were to come from an amphibious ready group and
its Marine expeditionary unit, with one official adding that the group would be led by the
Japan-based USS Tripoli, an amphibious assault ship.

The unit headed by the USS Tripoli typically consists of around 5,000 sailors and Marines
distributed across several warships.

The development comes as President Donald Trump said US forces had "totally
obliterated" Iranian military infrastructure on Kharg Island in the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical waterway for global oil shipping.

Follow updates on the Iran war Iranians react to new supreme leader's first
address

Mission accomplished? The 2003 boast
that haunts today's Iran conflict

Retaliatory Iranian strikes targeting Israel and US military bases across the Middle East
have disrupted major hubs for international air travel and caused the price of oil to soar.

Asked when the US Navy would start escorting tankers through the Strait of Hormuz,
Trump told reporters on Friday: "It will happen soon."

The Wall Street Journal, which first reported the movement of US personnel, also
reported that the request for reinforcements was made by US Central Command, the part
of the US military responsible for the Middle East, and approved by Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth.

The BBC has approached the US military and the Pentagon for comment, though future
troop movements are usually not confirmed publicly.

The US is also relocating parts of a missile defence system installed in South Korea to the
Middle East, according to officials cited by the Washington Post and South Korean news
outlets.

Trump earlier said Iran would be hit "very hard" over the coming week, adding that the
war with Iran would be over when "I feel it in my bones".

Hegseth also said the US military would show "no mercy for our enemies".

The Pentagon has said it had already struck 6,000 Iranian targets during the first two
weeks of conflict, which began when the US and Israel launched strikes on Iran on 28
February, killing Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Iran's new supreme leader - and son of the former leader - 56-year-old Mojtaba Khamenei
said Tehran would continue to block the Strait of Hormuz in his first public address on
Thursday.

In a statement read out by a newsreader on Iranian state TV, he vowed to "avenge the
blood" of Iranians Kkilled in the war with the US and Israel, and warned neighbouring
countries to stop hosting US bases.
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Justnow 'Like the plane got cut in half: Eyewitnesses
describe chaos of LaGuardia crash

Eyewitnesses have described the moment Air Canada flight AC8646 crashed into a fire
truck on the runway of New York's LaGuardia airport.

»mesee - ICE agents deploy to major US airports as security
queues stretch for hours
Hundreds of ICE agents have been deployed to 14 airports, in cities including New
York, Atlanta and Houston.

Hhrage Trump says 'good' talks ongoing with Iran - but
offers few details
An early morning post from Trump soothed panicked markets, but the extent of any
talks remains unclear.

#hrsago Starmer considers options over Iran cost-of-living
concerns
Bank of England governor Andrew Bailey is among those attending the emergency
Cobra committee meeting.

3 hrsago

Oil falls and shares rebound after Trump says talks
have been held to end war

Energy prices fall and stock markets rebound after the US president says "very good
and productive" talks have been held.
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